
January 
Saturday 2 Jan 10am - 4pm 
ELMLEY RSPB (WC) 
Meet at the reserve car park, TQ938679 (ME12 3RW).  An excellent location for 

wintering wildfowl, waders and raptors.  Leader: Malcolm Jennings. 

Wednesday evening 13 Jan 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 

“WILDLIFE OF AUSTRALIA” by Paul Hale. 

Sunday 17 Jan 10am - 4pm 
DUNGENESS OBSERVATORY & DUNGENESS RSPB  (WC) 
Park in the Old Lighthouse car park, TR088169 (TN29 9NB) for sea watching.  
Afterwards we will visit the RSPB reserve, parking in the main visitor car park at 
TR067184 (TN29 9NF).  For possible whooper swans, grebes, smew, wintering 

ducks and harriers.  Leader: Roy Gardner. 

Tuesday afternoon 26 Jan 2pm - 4pm Millbrook Garden Centre 

“THE MAKING OF CLIFFE POOLS RSPB RESERVE” by Malcolm Jennings. 

Saturday 30 & Sunday 31 Jan 1 hour  
BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH 
This event everyone can join in.  Watch and record the number of each species of 
bird that visit your garden or local park over a one hour period.  Submit your re-

sults on-line via the RSPB website and be a part of the 2010 BGBW! 

February 
Sunday 7 Feb 10am - 4pm 
SHELLNESS NNR & CAPEL FLEET RSPB RAPTOR WATCHPOINT 
Meet in the car park near the Shellness hamlet, TR051683 (ME12 4RP). For large 
numbers of waders and gulls plus the possibility of divers, grebes and sawbills.  In 
the afternoon we will visit the RSPB Capel Fleet watchpoint, TR013689 (ME12 

4BA), where we hope to see several species of raptor.  Leader: Jeff Kirk. 

Wednesday evening 10 Feb 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 
“OF BIRDS, OF PEOPLE , OF WHATEVER” by Andy Hay, RSPB staff photogra-

pher whose work regularly features in the RSPB Birds magazine amongst others. 

Saturday 20 Feb 10am - 4pm 
STODMARSH NNR (WC) 
Meet in the reserve car park, TR221608 (CT3 4BE).  Possible species are winter-
ing wildfowl, snipe, water rail, kingfisher, bearded tit, hen harrier and perhaps a 

wintering bittern.  Leader: Paul Yetman. 

Tuesday afternoon 23 Feb 2pm - 4pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
“MARINE MAMMALS AND WILDLIFE” by Jon Bramley.  On his last visit we learnt 

about otters in Kent, now come and hear what he has to say on this subject. 

March 
Saturday 6 Mar 10am - 4pm 
CLIFFE POOLS RSPB AND NORTHWARD HILL RSPB (WC)  
Meet in the new car park off Salt Lane, TQ724763 (ME3 7SU).  Cliffe Pools is 
renowned for its patchwork of saline and fresh pools which attract numerous wad-
ers, wildfowl and terns. Afterwards, meet in the Bromhey Farm car park, 
TQ768764 (ME3 8SR) from where we will walk to the Heronry observation point.   
Leader:  Malcolm Jennings. 

Wednesday evening 10 Mar 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 
“PHARAOHS & PRATINCOLES” by John Wyatt, an expert birdwatcher and Egyp-

tologist. 

Sunday 21 Mar 10am - 1pm 
BLEAN WOODS RSPB 
Meet in the reserve car park, TR121594 (CT2 9DB), along New Road, off Rough 
Common Road.  Possible species include woodpeckers, warblers, nuthatch, tree-

creeper, and the tit family.  Leader: Jeff Kirk. 

Tuesday afternoon 23 Mar 2pm - 4pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
“THE WONDERS OF MIGRATION”  by Peter Holden who was the former head of 

the youth section of the RSPB. 

April 
Saturday 10 Apr 10am - 2pm 
SEVENOAKS WILDFOWL RESERVE KWT (WC) 
Meet in the visitor centre car park, TQ519566 (TN13 3DL).  For a variety of wad-
ers, wildfowl, snipe, kingfisher, woodpeckers, warblers and tits.  Leader:  Julie & 

Chris Peeling. 

Wednesday evening 14 Apr 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 
“THE WONDERS OF BUTTERFLIES” by Peter Kirby who is the reserve manager 

for the Kent Butterfly Conversation Branch. 

Tuesday 20 Apr 10am - 1pm 
RIVERSIDE COUNTRY PARK (WC) 
Meet in the reserve car park, TQ807683 (ME7 2XH).  For wildfowl and waders plus 
the possibility of early migrants.  The visitor centre has a café for refreshments 

afterwards.  Leader: Malcolm Jennings. 

Sunday 25 Apr 10am - 4pm 
STODMARSH NNR (WC) 
Meet in the reserve car park, TR221608 (CT3 4BE).  Possible species are wild-
fowl, snipe, water rail, kingfisher, bearded tit, marsh harrier, hobby, warblers and 

nightingale.  Leader: Ian Griffin. 

May 
Saturday 1 May 10am - 4pm 
RYE HARBOUR NATURE RESERVE  (WC) (£2 DONATION SUGGESTED) 
Meet in the reserve car park next to the Martello tower, TQ941189 (TN31 7TY).  
Rye Harbour Nature Reserve is a mosaic of habitats beside the sea with shingle, 
saltmarsh, sand dunes, rivers, pits, grazing marsh, reedbeds and farmland with a 

variety of bird species to match!  Leader: Sue Healey. 

Wednesday evening 12 May 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 
A short A.G.M. followed by an update on the work being done by the RSPB on our 

local reserves, presented by Chris Corrigan, RSPB South East Regional Director. 

Tuesday 18 May 10am - 1pm 
NORTHWARD HILL RSPB (WC) 
Meet in the Bromhey Farm car park, TQ768764 (ME3 8SR).  Looking and listening 

for warblers and nightingale.  Leader: Malcolm Jennings. 

Sunday 23 May 6am - 10am 
DAWN CHORUS AT COBHAM WOODS 
Meet at the new NT car park at the end of Lodge Lane, near Cobham, TQ680683 
(DA12 3BS).   This year our dawn chorus is closer to home.  We will be listening 
for typical woodland and farmland species - how many will we hear?  Leader: 

Malcolm Jennings. 

June 
Saturday 5 June 10am - 1pm 
KNOLE PARK NT 
Park near the “Bucks Head” pub, Godden Green, TQ553551 (TN15 0JJ).  This 
open parkland holds a range of birds including green woodpecker, thrushes, pipits, 

yellowhammer and redstart.  Leader: Clifford Goble. 

Saturday 12 June 8am - 6pm (approx) 
COACH TRIP TO MINSMERE RSPB  (WC) 
Meet at the Woodville Halls, Gravesend, TQ647738 (DA12 1AU).  Details, includ-
ing pricing, will be announced in our newsletter and on the website.  Organiser: 

Sally Jennings. 

Tuesday 22 June 10am - 1pm 
RANSCOMBE FARM RESERVE 
Meet at the new NT car park at the end of Lodge Lane, near Cobham, TQ681683 
(DA12 3BS). From here we will walk through Cobham Woods into Ranscombe 
Farm, which is home to an exceptional diversity of plant species.   Leader:  Mal-

colm Jennings. 

July 
Sunday 4 July 10am - 4pm 
THURSLEY COMMON 
Meet in the Mote car park, SU899416 (GU8 6LW).  A superb heathland reserve 
with some wonderful acid bogs.  Heathland birds such as dartford warbler and 
stonechat abound and Thursley is probably the best site in south-east England for 
dragonflies and damselflies and of course their predator, the hobby.  The board-
walks across the bogs allow excellent views of the special plants and insects of 

this rare habitat.  Leader: Paul Yetman. 

Saturday 17 July ~8pm onwards 
NIGHTJAR EVENING (CALL FOR DETAILS) 
Please call the group leader during the preceding week for details of where and 

when to meet. Leader: Ian Griffin. 

Tuesday 27 July 10am - 1pm 
LULLINGSTONE COUNTRY PARK 
Meet by the visitor centre, TQ526638 (DA4 0JF) for this lovely riverside walk.  
Leader: Malcolm Jennings. 

August 
Friday 6 August 6:30pm - 9pm 
CLIFFE POOLS RSPB EVENING VISIT 
Meet in the new car park off Salt Lane, TQ724763 (ME3 7SU).  With the right 
conditions Cliffe Pools can attract numerous passage waders, as well wildfowl, 
herons and egrets and there is the chance of an owl towards dusk. Leader: Paul 

Yetman. 



Sunday 22 Aug 10am - 4pm 
OARE MARSHES KWT 
Meet at the car park, TR013647 (ME13 0QD).  Another visit to this gem of a re-
serve, where we will be looking for waders returning early from their summer 
breeding grounds, many still bearing their summer plumage.   

Leader: David Johnson. 

September 
Saturday 4 Sep 10am - 4pm 
STODMARSH NNR (WC) 
Meet in the reserve car park, TR221608 (CT3 4BE).  Possible species are wild-
fowl, sandpipers, snipe, water rail, kingfisher, bearded tit, hobby and marsh har-

rier.  Leader: Paul Yetman. 

Wednesday evening 8 Sep 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 

“SPRING IN THE GREEK ISLANDS” - by David Johnson. 

Saturday 18 Sep 10am - 4pm 
DUNGENESS OBSERVATORY & DUNGENESS RSPB  (WC) 
Park in the Old Lighthouse car park, TR088169 (TN29 9NB) for sea watching and 
looking for migrants in the surrounding scrub.  Afterwards we will visit the RSPB 
reserve, parking in the main visitor car park at TR067184 (TN29 9NF).  At this 

time of year anything could turn up!  Leader: Roy Gardner. 

Tuesday afternoon 28 Sep 2pm - 4pm Millbrook Garden Centre 

"SMALL THINGS WITH WINGS" presented by Pauline and Peter Heathecote. 

October 
Saturday 2 Oct 10am - 4pm 
MIGRANT WATCH - CALL FOR DETAILS 
Please call the leader a few days before for details of where and when to meet. 

Leader: Malcolm Jennings. 

Wednesday evening 13 Oct 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 
"BIRDS AND WILDLIFE OF THE INDIAN SUB-CONTINENT" by John Bucking-

ham. 

Sunday 17 Oct 10am - 4pm 
RAINHAM MARSHES RSPB  (WC) 
Meet in the reserve car park, TQ551790 (RM19 1SX).  Possible species include 
wildfowl, waders such as avocet, little egret, peregrine and ringed plover. Leader: 

Jeff Kirk. 

Tuesday afternoon 26 Oct 2pm - 4pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
"WILDLIFE OF RYE HARBOUR" by Ian Rumley-Dawson.  We will have visited 
this reserve earlier in the year, now let Ian show you the delights of this fantastic 

reserve. 

November 
Sunday 7 Nov 8:30am - 6pm (approx) 
COACH TRIP - DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED (WC) 
Meet at the Woodville Halls, Gravesend, TQ647738 (DA12 1AU).  Details, includ-
ing pricing, will be announced in our newsletter and on the website.  Organiser: 

Sally Jennings. 

Wednesday evening 10 Nov 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 

"WADERS OF THE WORLD" by Ian Rumley-Dawson. 

Sunday 21 Nov 10am - 4pm 
OARE MARSHES KWT 
Meet at the car park, TR013647 (ME13 0QD).  A winter visit to this reserve, this 
time looking for waders, raptors, egrets, possible divers and grebes off shore and 
perhaps a shore lark or snow bunting along the shingle bank.  Leader: David 

Johnson. 

Tuesday afternoon 23 Nov 2pm - 4pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
"THE WORK OF WILDWOOD” by Suzanne Kynaston.  Come and find out about 

the conservation work being done at Wildwood near Herne Bay. 

December 
Wednesday evening 8 Dec 7:45pm - 10pm St. Botolph’s Hall 

"GALAPAGAOS THE ENCHANTED ISLES" by Ralph Todd. 

Sunday 12 Dec 10am - 3pm 
BROOKLANDS LAKE 
Meet in the car park marked Brooklands off the A228 (this is the roundabout be-
fore Leybourne Lakes country park roundabout), TQ707614 (ME6 5UD).  For 

fieldfares and redwings, wintering wildfowl and grebes.  Leader: Ian Griffin. 

 
We're going WILD in February - 'HOMES FOR WILDLIFE' WEEK 
 

Over the past few years we have worked closely with Millbrook Garden Centre to 
raise awareness, educate and promote wildlife care. Between 6 and 14 February 
at Millbrook we'll be going wild during our 'Homes for Wildlife' week. We've got a 
great programme of activities, talks and workshops where you can learn about 

everything from insect hotels, bird feeders and nestboxes. 

Book your place early by contacting the Information Desk at Millbrook or as indi-

cated below. 

Saturday 6 & 13 February 3:30pm - 4:30pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
"HOW TO ATTRACT BIRDS TO YOUR GARDEN” presented by Malcolm 

Jennings.  Events Room, tickets £2.50. 

Sunday 7 & 14 February 10am - 3:30pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
"HABITATS FOR WILDLIFE AND NESTBOXES”  a drop in workshop to be held 

in the events room.  No need to book, this event is free. 

Wednesday 10 February 10am - 3pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
HOMES FOR WILDLIFE IN A BAG! - a free drop-in “make and take” children’s 

workshop which promises to be great fun.  No need to book. 

Friday 12 February 10am - 3pm Millbrook Garden Centre 
BIRD FEEDERS  another free drop in “make and take” children’s workshop to be 

held in the events room.  No need to book. 
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We hold two series of INDOOR MEETINGS each year :-  

Wednesday evening meetings start at 7:45pm and are held at St. Botolph’s 
Hall, Northfleet, Gravesend, DA11 9EX (TQ623741), on the second Wednesday 
of the month; admission is £2 including refreshments during the interval. 

Tuesday afternoon meetings start at 2pm and are held at Millbrook Garden 
Centre, Gravesend, DA13 9PA (TQ618721), on the fourth Tuesday of the 
month.  Admission is £2; refreshments can be obtained at the café.   

We run OUTDOOR MEETINGS at the weekend approximately twice a month 
and a monthly Tuesday morning meeting during the spring and summer.  We 
visit bird-watching “hot spots” in and around Kent and try to ensure that 
everyone, no matter what their experience, has an opportunity to view and enjoy 
the birds that we see in an informal atmosphere.  Bring a packed lunch with you 
and wear clothing and footwear appropriate to the weather and terrain.  Please 
also be aware of your own capabilities.  Our leaders are familiar with the 
locations and carry small first aid kits.  If you are uncertain about whether you 
should join an outdoor meeting, or would like further information about a 
location or in the case of inclement weather please contact Malcolm Jennings.  
When visiting RSPB reserves remember to bring your RSPB membership card, 
if you have one.   

There is no charge for the outdoor meetings, unless otherwise indicated.  Note 
that (WC) next to the location name indicates that toilets are available at the site 
or are nearby. 

The RSPB is a Registered Charity, number 207076 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT ALL EVENTS - RSPB MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS 


