
MI NUTES OF THE GRAVESEND RSPB LOCAL GROUP AGM HELD ON 9 MAY 2012 
AT ST BOTOLPH'S HALL

Item 1. Minutes of 2011 AGM 
1. The minutes were accepted as a true record by all those present.

Item 2. Treasurer’s Report
2. Copies of the accounts were circulated and Neville gave a brief summary. There was a 
net surplus of £170 and £2,140 in the bank at the end of the financial year 31 March 2012. 
£700 had been donated to the RSPB. There were no questions, Ted Connell, seconded by 
Andy Keates proposed the accounts be approved and members unanimously agreed.

3. Neville thanked Maria Yetman who has been auditing the accounts for several years. 
Maria has however said that circumstances mean she can no longer undertake this task 
and the group was now looking for someone to take her place. Anyone wishing to 
volunteer should contact Jeff or Neville. 

Item 3. Group Leader's report
4. In his report as leader Jeff said that the group had had another successful year with 
good numbers of members participating in the programme of walks and talks. The 2 coach 
trips to Minsmere and Welney WWT, had been as popular as ever. Members of the group 
had also continued to support the RSPB on the North Kent marshes through the Thursday 
working group, providing help at the wildlife fair and undertaking various surveys and other 
duties as requested by the RSPB. 

5. The group is now in its 35th year and its continuing success will depend on the help and 
support of members. We are always looking for people to join the committee who would 
like to help and learn more about the workings of the RSPB both locally and nationally. We 
currently need a Secretary but would be pleased to welcome anyone who wishes to get 
involved, please let me know if you are interested.
Jeff thanked the committee and all those volunteers working behind the scenes for their 
support in ensuring the group’s continuing success. 

Item 4. Election of Committee
6. For the next year Jeff will remain as Group Leader. The present committee have said 
they are happy to continue - Neville Lunness-Barnes as Treasurer, Sue Healey as 
membership Secretary. Penny Leeves, who arranges speakers, and Paul Yetman the 
walks. Sally Jennings is Publicity Officer and organises coach trips. Julie Peeling provides 
advice on educational matters and David Johnson runs the raffles (and is organizing the 
celebratory dinner); Josie Brown organises the sale of RSPB items.
Jeff proposed approval of the committee and members present assented unanimously.
.  
Item 5. Proposal to increase annual subscription to £3.00 per person
7. For the next year we face increased costs. Speaker’s travelling expenses are increasing 
as are other costs and the committee has reluctantly decided to ask members to approve 
an increase in the annual subscription to £3.00 per person effective from 1 January 2013. 
Members agreed unanimously 

Item 6. AOB
8. The committee arranged events that people had said they enjoyed; if there was any 
additional event that members would like included in the programme they were asked to 
let members of the committee know.  



9. There were no other items of business and the AGM was declared closed. 

After the main business of the AGM, Rolf Williams RSPB Communications Officer for Kent 
talked about Futurescapes. This new initiative brings together all the RSPB’s strands of 
work - nature reserves, farm conservation advice, planning casework and public events - 
across the UK to step up their effectiveness. For more details see 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/futurescapes/. Rolf also talked about the Wildlife and Country Fair 
and current developments on the North Kent marshes

In the interval, members enjoyed tea & cakes kindly provided by Penny & Pat.


