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Bird news (April) 
April certainly lived up to its reputation in 

terms of the weather.  It was a month that saw 

very heavy showers falling on most days, 

combined with very strong winds on occasions, 

so not very conducive to birding! There was a 

slow start to the arrival of summer migrants, but 

the strong winds speeded up their passage and 

by the 30th many of our summer visitors had 

arrived. 
 

Most of the winter migrants had left by the 

beginning of April, although the female long-

tailed duck was still around at the ARC pit and 

seen on most days.  A highlight for the month 

was the visit of a male ring-necked duck, first on 

Hooker’s pits and then Denge Marsh on the 10th 

and 12th. 
 

The breeding season 

was obviously in full 

swing, with marsh 

harriers displaying 

well over Hooker’s 

pits and a male 

bittern booming in 

the same area and 

seen on most days.  
 

A spoonbill was present on the ARC pit for the 

first eight days of the month, and then two were 

spotted on Burrowes pit on the 23rd. 
 

There were various sightings of other raptors 

throughout the month, including common 

buzzard, merlin, peregrine and hen harrier, and 

an osprey flew over the ARC site on the 22nd. 

The first hobby of the summer was seen on the 

17th. 
 

The first whimbrel of the year arrived on the 2nd, 

which was over a fortnight earlier than in 2011,  

and numbers increased throughout the month,  
 

 

with 13 seen on the 26th.  Other summer 

migrant waders putting in first appearances 

were common sandpipers on the 20th and a 

green sandpiper on the 21st. A spotted 

redshank was present on the 27th and a 

greenshank on the 28th.  Other waders of note 

included little ringed plovers on most days, a 

grey plover, ringed plovers, four avocets, 

black-tailed and bar-tailed godwits and 

curlew. 
 

Mediterranean gulls were seen on Denge 

Marsh throughout the month (with a 

maximum of three on the 6th) and little gulls 

were visible at the ARC pit (a maximum of 

four being seen on the 30th).  There was great 

excitement when a first-winter Iceland gull 

was spotted among the herring gulls on 

Burrowes pit on the 6th. 
 

Four species of tern visited the reserve in 

April. The first common terns of the year 

were seen on the 19th, with a maximum of six 

present on the 28th, Sandwich terns were 

recorded occasionally and both a little tern 

and black tern appeared on the 30th. 
 

The ‘first cuckoo of spring’ was spotted on 

the 20th.  Swifts arrived on the 24th and sand 

martins, house martins and swallows were 

present in increasing numbers as the month 

progressed. 
 

A wide variety of wagtails were seen during 

April – up to 11 yellow (the first of the year 

seen on the 6th), up to four white (on the 24th) 

and one grey.  More interestingly, four blue-

headed (Motacilla flava flavia) and four 

‘channel’ wagtails were seen on the 27th at the 

east end of the ARC pit, the latter consedred 

to be a hybrid of 

the yellow and 

blue-headed birds.  

 ‘Channel’ wagtail  

by Keith Burch 



There were also sightings of black redstart (on 

the 8th), redstart (on the 20th), whinchat (from the 

19th)  and stonechat (on the 13th). An unusual 

sighting was of a nightingale at Hooker’s pits’ 

viewpoint on the 26th. 
 

Warblers were well represented during the 

month, with whitethroats first seen on the 13th 

and lesser whitethroats arriving a few days later 

on the 19th. Willow warblers, chiffchaffs and 

sedge warblers were around most days, giving 

an increasingly spring-like feel to the reserve, 

despite the generally poor weather. 
 

Other birds of note seen during the month were 

two pied flycatchers on the 22nd near the 

Hooker’s pit viewpoint and a firecrest, which 

made a brief appearance in Christmas Dell on 

the 29th.  
 

Management news  
In April, we went from having 35 sheep on site 

to approximately 85.  These sheep will stay on 

site until they have finished lambing, and then 

will be redistributed across the reserve and/ or 

taken off site to achieve grassland management 

objectives. 
 

Cattle were brought back onto the site in the 

middle of the month.  We have 10 heifers, a cow 

with calf and a bull grazing in the Boulderwall 

fields.  By managing and moving cattle about 

over the spring and summer months, we will be 

able to ensure the grasslands are kept in good 

condition for breeding waders as well as 

bumblebees. It’s all about making sure we have 

continuity of clover and vetch forage for 

bumblebees throughout these months, and 

using cattle will help us achieve this. 
 

At the beginning of the month we were 

pumping water into the Flood and Hay fields at 

Denge Marsh, getting the fields ready for 

passage and breeding waders but all the rain we 

had meant less pumping than normal was 

required. 
 

Very little habitat management is carried out on 

the reserve in April, as work at this time of year 

can cause disturbance to breeding birds.  Instead 

we got stuck into a lot of infrastructure 

maintenance work, including constructing 

new fencing at the reserve entrance. 
 

The first of this year’s breeding bird surveys 

commenced in April.  There’s nothing too 

significant to report at the moment, however 

there have been a number of cuckoos singing 

across the site, as well as a couple of corn 

buntings singing from the overhead 

electricity cables running through the 

Boulderwall fields.   
 

Lapwing have not been successful breeders 

on the reserve so far.  We located and started 

to monitor six nests in the hay fields, 

however due to a few teething problems with 

the new electric fence, a fox predated all of 

these.  It looks like three pairs of lapwing are 

still present on the reserve, but have moved 

to other areas of the site. 
 

The newly refurbished tern rafts were put out 

at the end of April.  Common terns had been 

present on the reserve for about a week, but 

poor weather and strong winds meant the 

team were unable to get out in a boat.  Tree 

sparrows were seen using the new nest boxes 

we constructed for 

them over the 

winter and we’re 

hoping for another 

successful breeding 

season for them this 

year.            Refurbishing a tern raft 
 

Events  
 

Plant sale 

Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 May, 10 am - 5 pm 

Come along and see what our green-fingered 

volunteers have been growing. 

Free admission to Visitor Centre and sale. 
 

Dungeness Bee Fest  

Saturday 2 – Sunday 10 June, 10am – 5pm 

Nine days of walks, talks and family fun to 

celebrate the humble bumblebee. 

Please see our website or posters around the 

reserve for more details: 

www.rspb.org.uk/dungeness 
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