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Hi Folks  
Welcome to the latest edition of SUfN gazette... 
In this issue you will find..... 

 The Road to Rio+20 

 National Insect Week 

 London Cockney Sparra’ count 

 Small steps really do make a BIG difference 

 50 years on Coombes Valley is still Stepping Up for Nature 

The Road to Rio+20  

Last week, the Rio+20 Earth Summit took place in Brazil. Leaders from around the world gathered 
in Rio de Janiero to discuss sustainable development, 20 years on from the original Earth Summit.   

During June, we’ve been asking people to step up for the Earth Summit. On 12th June, a 
Parliamentary Event took place in Westminster asking MPs to sign the SCC Rio UK Declaration to 
commit to a sustainable future. 16 MPs signed the declaration (taking the total to 88 MPs) as well 
as signing our Tropical Forests Needs You display (pictured), making a promise to tropical 
rainforests to shop in rainforest friendly ways. 

Our Tropical Forests Needs You displays have also been taken to various face to face sites around 
the UK to get as many people to step up for tropical rainforests and make their pledge. To find out 
where they’ve been, have a look at the Date with Nature blog. 

Deputy Prime Minster Nick Clegg also wrote a guest blog post on Director of Conservation, Martin 
Harper’s blog before he set off to Rio. The DPM led the UK Government’s delegation in Rio and his 

ambitions for the summit were outlined 
in his blog. We’ve been asking people to 
submit questions they have on the 
Summit that they would like to ask Nick 
Clegg. We’ll pick the best 20 questions 
for the Deputy Prime Minister to 
answer.  

Tim Stowe (Director of International) 
and Sacha Cleminson (Head of 
International Biodiversity Policy Unit) 
have been at the Summit – you can read 
their news and views from  the 
conference on our Rainforest blog. Tim 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/wildlife/b/brilliant/archive/2012/06/15/urban-jungle.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/martinharper/archive/2012/06/15/ambitions-for-rio-20-a-guest-blog-from-the-deputy-prime-minister.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/martinharper/archive/2012/06/15/ambitions-for-rio-20-a-guest-blog-from-the-deputy-prime-minister.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/ourwork/b/martinharper/archive/2012/06/15/ambitions-for-rio-20-a-guest-blog-from-the-deputy-prime-minister.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/getinvolved/b/rainforests/default.aspx
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also took part in a live web chat  on the Guardian website along with other members of the Stop 
Climate Chaos Coalition (SCC) on the outcomes of Rio+20.  

National Insect Week 

National Insect week takes place from 25th June to 1st July 
2012, National Insect Week is designed to give people an 
insight into the insect world in all its fascinating diversity. 
RSPB is  a partner organisation and is putting on a number 
of events.  For more information visit the website: 
www.nationalinsectweek.co.uk.  

London Cockney Sparra’ count 

To help gauge how sparrows are faring, RSPB London is repeating a survey conducted a decade 
ago. The aim is to update  maps showing where house sparrows can be found, and importantly, 
where they are missing. 

Londoners are being asked to help save the cockney sparra by reporting sightings and non-
sightings between 18 June and 12 July. No expert knowledge is needed, just time to sit and enjoy 
your outdoor space while noting down any sparrow sightings. The Survey can be found here. 

50 Years on Coombes Valley is still Stepping Up for Nature 
The  Coombes Valley 50th Anniversary Open Day featured a Stepping Up for Nature themed stand. 
Despite awful weather the day was still a success, attracting nearly 200 people.  Visitors made a 
variety of pledges on the SUfN blackboard, pictured, from stepping up for nature in the garden to 
signing petitions, lobbying neighbours to put a bell on the cat and even joining the RSPB! For 
further information on the day have a look at Nick Godden’s, (Trainee Warden) blog . 
  

Small steps really do make a BIG difference  
Stepping Up for Nature is building a movement of lots of people taking small steps to make a big 
difference. Here are a collection of steps that have been taken by schools youth clubs and young 
people recently: 
 

 Well done to Moor Hall School’s, bird club who created a wildlife garden  in a run down 
area of the school grounds, they achieved silver and gold in the RSPB’s Wildlife Action 
Awards in the process. The children designed the garden themselves and roped in their 
parents for some of the heavy work! 

 Eight year old Maltida from Stroud has stepped up for nature by building a wildlife stack at 
the bottom of her garden  and helping manage the family compost heap, her efforts have 
earned her a bronze award. 

 The steps old Buckenham CP school in Norfolk took for nature got them into their local 
newspaper! Amongst the many wildlife activities they took part in to achieve bronze and 
silver awards were a plant survey and creating  a display about bird boxes.  

 Congratulations to 5year old Rachel from Todmorden who is already stepping up for nature 
at just 5 years old! She has achieved her gold wildlife action award by making a hedgehog 
house, a pond and nestboxes as well as raising over £50 for the Birds of prey appeal. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jun/21/web-chat-rio-20-outcome
http://www.nationalinsectweek.co.uk/
http://www.gigl.org.uk/Submitrecords/Oneoffrecords/RSPBCockneySparrow/tabid/203/Default.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/placestovisit/coombeschurnet/b/coombeschurnet-blog/default.aspx
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 Among the steps Beth, 12 from the Staffordshire home education group, took for wildlife 
included creating a wildflower  garden and undertaking a ‘get saving energy together’ 
programme, as a result she has achieved her silver award 

 The Birch C of E primary School in Colchester stepped up for nature by holding a bake sale 
raising a fantastic £114.00 for our school fundraising  appeal for Birds of prey 

 Bickley Primary School in Nottingham have earned their bronze award by making bird 
cakes, planting trees, creating an amazing display about the different bird species and 
putting up ‘bird spotting’ signs around the school so others may be able to identify the 
birds they see. 

 The ‘Go Wild Club’ at Abbotswood Primary school in Gloucestershire have stepped up for 
nature by putting up nest boxes, litter picking around the school grounds and growing 
wildlife friendly flowers for their wildlife garden. They also invited parents and siblings to 
tours of their wildlife garden. All their hard work has earned them a gold wildlife action 
award. 

 Chickerhill Primary School in Dorset have raised a brilliant £150.00 by decorating cakes and 
then selling them They also enlisted the help of the army’s Otter regiment in helping them 
rejuvenate their wildlife pond- they have already seen lots of newts take up residence! 

 Dunsford Primary , Exeter, have achieved there gold wildlife action award. They took steps 
for nature by organising a ‘wild week’- which included learning how to save energy, making 
bird cakes, and creating homes for ladybirds 

 Year 2 (Ages 5-6) at Ballycraigy Primary in Antrim have stepped up for nature and received 
their gold wildlife action award. One of the actions they took was to write a letter to Danny 
Kinahan MLA about the N.I marine bill- and they received a phone call from him! 

 
Remember, if you have a stepping up story to tell -  
If there’s anything in this issue that you’re not sure about, feel free to get in touch.  

 

 
 
 
 

July’s Steps 
There are four monthly steps supporters can take for nature each month.  
This months steps are: 
 

Give 
  Wild Families Membership 

Do 
Swift Survey/Don’t use 

pesticides 

Volunteer 
Corporate Team Challenges 

Campaign 
CAP e-action 

 
 

See the Stepping Up for Nature please get in touch.  
 

Need more info?  
page of the website for more details. 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/give/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/do/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/volunteer
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/campaign
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/steppingup/
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Introduction 

The RSPB have been issuing these Gazettes over the past year and I will put them on the website 
as they are received. The RSPB launched their Stepping Up for Nature (SUfN)campaign  in March 
2011 to ensure the Government meets its target to halt the decline in biodiversity by 2020. But 
the wildlife charity also believes we can all take small individual steps, and together, make a big 
difference both locally, nationally and on an international level. 

Stepping Up for Nature is an opportunity to get involved .  Everyone who takes a step for nature, 
no matter how small, is part of something much bigger and helping to make a difference. Since the 
movement started in March 2011, the RSPB calculate that one step has been taken every 18 
seconds. Within the first six months of the campaign, an amazing one million steps had already 
been taken towards protecting our wildlife and environment. 

By ‘Stepping up For Nature’, you can  make a real difference in supporting the work of the RSPB . 
People have contributed by taking all sorts of steps for nature from creating homes for wildlife in 
their gardens, campaigning for protection for seabirds, fundraising and taking part in the Big 
Garden Birdwatch and other surveys. Each month there are four themes of steps, which people 
can choose from: giving, doing, volunteering and campaigning. This month’s steps are  shown 
further  below. 
 
Jeffrey Kirk 
 
Facebook RSPB Volunteering Page 
RSPB Volunteering Community Blogs, Forums & Photos 
Facebook Love Nature Page  
and Twitter 

 
 
 

 
RSPB, UK Headquarters, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL.  www.rspb.org.uk  
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/RSPB-Volunteering/7593676494
http://www.rspb.org.uk/community/getinvolved/volunteering/default.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/RSPBLoveNature
http://twitter.com/#!/Natures_Voice
http://www.rspb.org.uk/

