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The late start to spring meant that the expected spring arrivals were here but took longer to
build in numbers and this was endorsed by the regular BTO bird ringing on the site. A lesser-
spotted woodpecker was heard early in the year but disappeared with the greening of the trees;
a singing grasshopper warbler was also encouraging. Nightingales were slightly down on last
year and the last were heard singing in the middle of June. Only one pair of turtle dove bred.
Hobbies and long-eared owl bred in the woods. The new scrapes brought in avocet in good
numbers and new islands are being created to support  breeding for  next  year.  23 pairs  of
breeding lapwing was an improvement on 2012 and 23 pairs of redshank was typical. Three
marsh harriers bred on the reserve and there were at least 84 heron and 57 egret nests. A loan
cattle egret and black-necked grebe were seen on the reserve in breeding condition – who
knows? The rare shrill carder bee was found for the first time by BBCT volunteer Paul Larkin,
who conducts bee surveys on our reserves. Butterflies have been slow to get going, surveyed
by volunteer Roger Kiddie, but a male clouded yellow was seen in mid June. Marsh frogs are
filling the air.

At  Cliffe  Pools  we came out  from an unprecedented winter  for  migrants and welcomed 22
singing  nightingale  a  breeding  pair  of  long-eared  owls.  57  pairs  of  avocet  and  double  the
number of common terns – at least 83 pairs, bred on site, and there almost 1,000 black-headed
gulls of all ages filling the skies at the moment! Breeding lapwing and redshank suffered a little
because we were unable to prepare the meadows as we would like due to the wet weather last
year. The site is very important for invertebrates, the short spur beetle was found by the RSPB’s
national invertebrate expert, shrill  carder and brown-banded bumblebee (nationally important
species) are resident on site and retired RSPB warden (and legend) Bob Gomes discovered the
Maid of Kent beetle, and extraordinarily rare and beautiful insect that lives in fresh cowpats; this
is  only  the  fourth  record  for  Kent/UK in  recent  decades.  Bob  continues  to  conduct  wildlife
surveys for  the RSPB across the region and at  the end of  June returned great  news from
Shorne Marshes where 21 lapwing chicks were counted, the best productivity for the species to
date; 25 pairs of redshank also nested successfully on the reserve.

The small team of reserve wardens remain extremely busy with infrastructure improvements at
all sites, improving water management, predator control and preparing for the installation of a
new bird hide at Northward Hill. At Great Bells Farm on the Isle of Sheppey the new habitat has
attracted good numbers of birds in its first year, and the battle against mink and floating penny
wort continues at Seasalter with success. With the ending of the lease at Elmley Marshes the
reserve is now back with Elmley Conservation Trust with whom we are working closely to see a
smooth transition of visitor services.

We are as ever indebted to our residential volunteers, Amy Winchester and Nico Vilela. The
team  also  welcomed  Stephanie  Lawrence,  the  Greater  Thames  Futurescape  community
engagement officer,  and she is  actively promoting our work in  Kent  and Essex.  The RSPB
presented the State of Nature Report in May and launched the Giving Nature a Home campaign
this month; our inspiring TV advertisement will hit your screen very soon. We are planning a Big
Wild Sleep Out event for RSPB Northward Hill and Rainham Marshes for August 10 th, and the
Wildlife and Countryside Fair is well progressed for September 8 th in the capable hands of our
new administrator Marie Calvert. 

Sir  Howard  Davies  visited  Northward  Hill  with  the  Transport  Committee  in  May where  the
RSPB’s head of conservation policy and Rolf Williams explained why a Thames estuary airport



is a bad idea for people and nature. The Committee were surprised by the rich tapestry of land
use and number of people living on the Hoo Peninsula. 

In  a  significant  victory  for  the  region’s  RSPB case  work  officers,  Medway  Council’s  Local
Development  Framework,  including  the  proposed  development  of  Lodge  Hill  (on  the  Hoo
Peninsula), was found to be ‘unsound’ by the government inspector. For the time being that
protects the site, which has been notified as a SSSI by Natural England for its habitat and 85
pairs of breeding nightingale. Medway Council are openly blaming the RSPB, claiming that we
only informed them of the endangered birds at the eleventh hour, and that 17 years and £35
million  have been wasted.  In  truth,  the  inspector  states  very clearly  in  her  letter  (available
online)  that  the  Council’s  approach  was  ‘inconsistent  with  the  National  Planning  Policy
Framework’;  and the RSPB, Kent Wildlife Trust and Medway Countryside Forum have been
warning the council of that for at least a year! The facts of the matter have summarized in Andre
Farrar’s blog of June 27th. We are grateful to Owen Sweeney (of the Medway RSPB group) and
other local birders who informed the Council of the nightingale interest on the site prior to 2010,
and who have championed their cause so vociferously; our thanks also go to those who sent
letters as part of the public enquiry.  The case of Lodge Hill  has had national exposure and
sends  a  clear  warning  to  other  authorities  wishing  to  develop  brown  field  sites  with  high
environmental value that government policy must be adhered to.  


