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elcome to the latest edition and firstly, didn’t Spring arrive early this year? By mid-

February, the temperature was in the 20’s, way above the seasonal average and 

appeared to last for ages. Hazel and I spent a week in north Norfolk and packed our 

thermals just in case. Naturally, they were not used and thankfully, on our first birding holiday 

to this lovely county, the avian fraternity were out in their 

splendour, especially beautiful creatures such as this barn 

owl. The ‘early’ birds have certainly arrived, with sightings of 

house martins (Cornwall 15th February) sand martins 

(Cheshire 16th February) swallow (Wiltshire 10th February) 

and swift (Cornwall 28th February).  Have you managed to 

see any early birds yet? If so, what species and where? 

Please let me know via newsletter@rspbgravesend.org.uk   Our indoor meetings have given 

us some interesting subjects so far this year, including bats and goshawks, whilst our outdoor 

trips have brought us some really good sightings. The first of these was at Shellness and 

Capel Fleet, which gave us great views of short-eared owls, common buzzards, marsh 

harriers and corn buntings amongst others. If you have never been on one of our trips before, 

why not give it a try – you will be made welcome and enjoy the company of like-minded wildlife 

friends.  

If you would like to go on one of our outdoor trips and are unable to find transport, why not 

contact one of the committee members in advance to see if we can help?  

OK, time to put your feet up, relax, have a cuppa and enjoy.  

A good idea from Pete and Karen  

We recently moved from a house with a reasonably-sized garden pond which attracted a good 

number of insects, amphibians and birds such as a sparrowhawk who regularly used it for 

bathing. It’s fair to say the pond gave us and our children great deal of pleasure over the 15 

years or so we were there to enjoy it. 

However, our new garden is much smaller and came without a pond. The wildlife around the 

house is probably quite restricted compared to previously and we are not sure what other 

gardens nearby have to offer. A month ago a frog was seen in our porch one damp evening - 

not really the right time of year - however, it could suggest there is a local population nearby. 

We do intend to create a ‘proper’ pond in due course, but until some building works are 

completed this is not practical. In the interim period we thought we would try an old tin bath, 

originally used by my mother for soaking and washing all sorts of interesting things as you can 

probably imagine. We dug this into the ground and filled up one half with flints, found in the 

garden, to make a sort of ‘beach’ on one side. We have tried to put in some native plantlife 

W 
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including some oxygen making ones but with no great success to date and the sides and flints 

developed covering of alga. 

 Unfortunately it’s not in the best position for a casual look out 

of a window to observe what’s going on but to date we have 

managed to see a variety of small birds bathing including 

robin, blue and great tits, black birds and best of all a female 

blackcap. 

Whilst cleaning out some fallen leaves and scraping off a lot of 

the alga we noticed some new green shoots coming from the 

submerged plant pot, giving us some hope, so we have added 

some more oxygenating pond weed. It now remains to be seen whether we get any interest 

from the insect and amphibian world but hopefully this will happen this spring. We’ll keep you 

posted.  

Report from Howard Vaughan – Visitor Experience Officer at RSPB Rainham Marshes 

It has been a rather strange non-event of a winter with water coming late to the reserve and 

no proper cold snap to speak of.  Wildfowl numbers have been on a par with other years with 

over 1,000 wigeon, making us once again the most important site within the M25.  Pintail have 

broken the fifty mark but a solitary goldeneye was the only actual proper winter duck to grace 

the reserve for an afternoon. Single sightings of pink-foot and white-front accounted for ‘wild’ 

geese and swans.  Lapwing were steady at about 2,000 and many have now departed and 

been replaced by our own breeding birds which are already tumbling out on the marsh along 

with our redshank replacing those of their way back to Iceland with the black-tailed godwits. 

Our wintering avocet flock broke all records with a high of 70 including a colour ringed bird that 

was ringed in Teeside! Snipe were abundant with the occasional Jack bobbing amongst them. 

Marsh harriers are now firmly resident with six birds all winter including the green tagged 

juvenile ZR from the Norfolk Broads.  Hopefully they will reed again this year.  Buzzards, 

peregrines and the occasional merlin and kite livened things up and our short-eared owls were 

present but generally sporadic in their appearances. 

Gulls have been a feature with 12 species seen including three different glaucous gulls and an 

American Bonaparte’s gull amongst several caspian and Med gulls. 

Winter thrushes were thin on the ground and 

no waxwings materialised but we did get four 

dapper little blackcaps feeding on apples 

around the centre and Rocky the robin and 

friends continued to draw in visitors as did 

the very showy bearded tits on the 

boardwalk. 

It is the 12th March as I write this and Storm 

Gareth is thrashing the reserve with wind 

and rain and it does not exactly feel spring 

like but the first sand martin has been seen, 

so not long now … 

The bearded tit is a Schedule 1 species. They are brown, long-tailed birds, usually seen flying 

rapidly across the top of a reedbed. Males have black 'moustaches' rather than 'beards” 

 

Courtesy of Bob Cooper 
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The RSPB is concerned by the recent reports of widespread use of netting on trees, 

hedges and bushes to prevent birds nesting – and we know you are too 

We cannot keep trying to squeeze nature into smaller and smaller spaces or demanding it fits 

in with our plans. People around the country are dismayed to hear about cases where birds 

returning from long journeys are being deliberately excluded from sites where they might 

choose to raise their young. Those people want action, and so do we. That’s why the RSPB is 

campaigning for laws to be introduced that would commit governments to ensure the recovery 

of nature – meaning that practices like this would come under much closer scrutiny in future. 

We all need nature in our lives – which means giving birds and other wildlife, more, not less 

room to breed, feed and sing. 

In the short term, though, we need to act to make sure that we are not making things more 

difficult now, for wildlife that is already struggling with climate change, habitat loss and 

development pressure. That’s why we think the petition on the Government’s website is a 

welcome move, and we are encouraging people to sign it.  You can view the petition “Make 

'netting' hedgerows to prevent birds from nesting a criminal offence.” at:  

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/244233. 

Obviously careful consideration will be needed to develop rules around netting that really help 

birds, and allow legitimate activity to continue. But we cannot stand by and let the current 

practices spread unchallenged.  

If work is absolutely necessary, then the use of netting could be avoided by tree and hedge 

removal being completed outside of nesting season; backed up by a commitment to plant new 

trees and hedges, as no one wants to live in a neighbourhood where the sights and sounds of 

nature have been driven out. We encourage the Government to review the current law 

governing this area, and think creatively about what could be done to solve a problem that is 

upsetting so many people, and pushing nature away from our lives. 

While the practice of netting is legal, the RSPB would like planners and housing developers to 

take some important points into consideration. We are also sending more detailed, technical 

guidance to all housebuilders so they can follow this best practice and contact us for any 

advice: 

Think about whether it is really necessary to remove the hedges and trees that are vital for 

supporting our wildlife; 

Netting should not be the easy alternative. If the work is absolutely necessary, then the use of 

netting could be avoided by tree and hedge removal being completed outside of nesting 

season (September – February); 

And, this should be backed up by a commitment to plant new trees and hedges - no one 

wants to live in a neighbourhood where the sights and sounds of nature have been driven out; 

It is essential developers work with a trained ecologist to ensure appropriate netting is used 

and is not the type that will catch and hold birds and other wildlife; 

It is also essential that a trained ecologist ensures the correct netting is fitted in a way that 

wildlife cannot get through or behind the netting and then become trapped; 

It is essential that netting is checked at least once a day (but ideally three times) by a trained 

ecologist to ensure that no wildlife is caught or that the netting has become defective. If any 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/244233
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wildlife is seen to be caught within or trapped behind netting they must be freed immediately 

and the netting fixed or removed; 

If anyone perceives that the user is aware that wildlife is being caught but has not remedied 

the situation, then the Police Wildlife Crime Officer should be informed. 

If you have any further concerns or believe nets are being put up without the right consents, 

then we recommend you get in touch with your local council, MP and the housebuilder 

concerned and tell them how you feel. Learn more about how to become a campaign 

champion with us. 

The December edition’s quiz answers – old fashioned British bird names.  

Dabchick – Little Grebe                        Bachelor bird – Male Chaffinch 

Bonxie - Great Skua                             Spuggie or Sprog – Sparrow  

Peewit – Lapwing                                 Hoverhawk – Kestrel  

Shufflewing – Dunnock                        Stumpy Toddy – Wren  

Black Hatto – Black-headed Gull         Little Woody – Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  

Hedge Mumruffin – Long-tailed Tit      Yaffle – Green Woodpecker  

Ringo – Ring Ouzel                              Mudhen – Coot  

Rain Crow – Cuckoo                            Honker – Canada Goose  

Throstle – Song Thrush                       Spatula – Shoveler  

 

How did you do?  More in future editions. 

Caption competition for this issue – the winner can choose red or white ☺  

 

Courtesy of Steve Cullum 

 

Please send your entries to newsletter@rspbgravesend.org.uk or hand it to me at one of our 

indoor / outdoor meetings. Good luck! The winner will be announced in the Summer edition. 

Entrants must be over 18 years old.  

 

mailto:newsletter@rspbgravesend.org.uk
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A report from Will Tofts – Warden at RSPB North Kent Marshes 

Our work program across the reserves is varied and can change from day to day depending 

on the needs. However most of our work goes into getting the marsh wet ready for the 

breeding season. Although we had some wet weather at the end of November/beginning of 

December, this wasn’t enough water to replenish the ditches from which we draw water to put 

on the marsh in most places, hence why if you had been to Northward Hill, you would have 

noticed Gordon’s Scrape and much more of the marsh was still completely dry. 

Northward Hill 

Our work at Northward Hill after Christmas is mostly around the rotational clearance of scrub 

in 3 locations on the reserve, Lipwell, the secret car park, and just above the cherry orchard. 

This stops the scrub succeeding into woodland and improves the structure for nesting 

warblers. 

Other work includes getting the electric anti-predator fences up and working after a winter’s 

worth of weather. This involves walking the fences to check no fox or badger sized holes have 

appeared and repairing any electric wires that may have been damaged. 

The snow and rain we had at the beginning of January has brought the ditch levels up enough 

to allow us to move water onto the marsh, which is now looking good for breeding waders in 

the spring. This involves using electric submersible pumps to lift the water above the gradient 

and onto the land. Here is a picture of the Archimedes screw pump 

that we use to take water from the main river into the ditch system. 

Birds; it was a slow start to the winter, though by mid-February, as 

the water levels picked up, so did the numbers of wintering duck. 

Around 2M000 wigeon around the back of reserve near decoy field, 

and 6 bewicks roosting on the reservoirs. Harriers roosting around 

Shades House have included up to 5 marsh and 1 ringtail hen 

harrier. On most evenings from Sweeney viewpoint, it has been 

possible to see/hear all 5 species of Owl. 

Cliffe Pools 

Our first job of the year involves clearing the chains of islands 

across the reserve, using a little dingy to get to them and brush cutters to clear the vegetation. 

How long this takes all depends on how windy the conditions are and what direction the wind 

is….it’s not hard to find yourself floating across to the wrong side of the pool and a quick rate. 

Maintaining the temporary electric fence at Cliffe is an extremely time-consuming job, as it is a 

lot more sensitive to damage and the electrics being earthed by any stray bit of vegetation. 

The fence lines the perimeter of Black Barns 5 lagoon, which in the spring holds good 

numbers of breeding waders, including lapwing, redshank and avocet. 

We have also been busy creating and maintaining areas of bare ground across the reserve. 

These areas are extremely important for red data (nationally rare) listed invertebrates. It also 

helps remove vegetation for breeding waders such as lapwing and ringed plover. 

Two years ago we installed a ‘floppy top’ anti predator fence to stop mammalian predators 

swimming or walking across the island chain that hold breeding black headed gulls, Med gulls, 
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avocet and common tern. Due to the water levels dropping in the last couple of years, we 

have had to add an extension, which we are in the process of carrying out. 

Higham Marshes 

As with all wet grazing marsh, the main focus of work is getting the grazing right to produce 

the right sward (grass height) for lapwing and redshank. Once this has been achieved, we are 

able to use a mobile pump to move water onto site to get the right flooding for the spring. 

Shorne Marshes 

Shorne Marshes is another reserve with an anti-predator electric fence. Again, this takes up 

much of time spent here making sure it is in working order to ensure that the breeding waders 

have a successful breeding season. 

Moving water around on site is much easier here than at Higham as we have main electrics 

connected to the pump, and therefore can be left over several weeks to ensure the right 

flooding is in place for the breeding season. 

 Speyside Wildlife’s very own, Duncan McDonald  

Some of my earliest memories are of birds. As a family we 

travelled around Scotland on holidays, with us came the 

Readers Digest bird book; the big one with the tawny owl on 

the front. What an inspiration that book was to me. I 

remember asking my Dad to stop the car so I could look at a 

line of buzzards above a ridge somewhere in Scotland; 

Argyll I think. There were seven of them, all hanging in the 

wind. Then there was the time in a caravan, goodness 

knows where, on another family holiday. It was pouring with 

rain outside. I was staring out of the big end window that overlooked a loch, avoiding the 

chaos that was being created by my brother and sister. A large bird flew into view and hovered 

over the water. I instinctively knew what it was and my heart began to hammer. As I watched, 

my family oblivious, the bird dived and hit the water. There was a splash, a struggle and it took 

to the air with empty talons. This was the 1970’s and it was an osprey. My family didn’t believe 

me at the time and I am not sure that they believe me now! 

I was very proud of my first pair of binoculars. I must have been 5 or 6 when I got them and I 

have them still! As poor as they were it was the start of a journey that has excited me all my 

life and has allowed me to travel the world. I grew up in south east Scotland, among the 

Border hills and it was here I forged a lasting relationship with geese. I would walk out to 

Westwater Reservoir and sit on the hill overlooking the water as skein after skein of pink-

footed and greylag geese would noisily come in over my head to settle on the loch for the 

night. The noise, the sheer numbers, the wind through their wings all had a deep resonance 

with me. So when I went to college in Dumfries I got to know Caerlaverock WWT reserve and 

here I was gainfully employed as a barnacle goose counter, gauging the numbers on the 

reserve at first and last light through the winter. 

As so often is the case, I lost my way for a few years, enjoying the city lights and highlife of 

Glasgow managing bars and absorbing a different kind of wildlife. Conservation was still 

where I wanted to be, however and so I started to explore the parks of Glasgow finding 

kingfishers, sparrowhawks, peregrines and otters and volunteered as a Ranger at Pollok 
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Country Park. This led me to finish an HND with the Scottish Agricultural College at 

Auchincruive in Ayrshire. 

I have always loved stories and the landscape around 

us is brimming over with them if we know how to 

understand and read it. I found that as well as birds I 

had a passion for telling the stories of the natural world 

and sharing these with others. I craved like-minded 

company and looked for opportunities to share my 

knowledge. One such opportunity arose in Inverness-

shire at a place called Aigas. 

I joined the team there in 1993 and left in 2003. Over the years I developed my identification 

skills and passed those skills on to many seasonal staff and evangelised about the Highlands 

to countless thousands of visitors from North America. I developed and delivered education 

programmes to schools and universities and sat on the International Baccalaureate 

Environmental Education Committee. It was here that I started to travel; to the isles and then 

Orkney and Shetland and to Nice to deliver lectures (my first yellow-legged gulls). As a team 

we travelled to Botswana and Kwazulu in South Africa in February 2000 and this changed my 

life completely. The birdlife was astonishing, there were lions, 

leopard, hunting dogs, cheetah, elephant, giraffe and the list 

goes on and on. The safari company in Botswana asked me 

back to help with birding tours they had later that year. 

When I left Aigas I joined Speyside Wildlife and have been with 

them ever since (even with 9 years as a local authority 

Countryside Ranger). What a fabulous company to work for and 

my passion for birds, wildlife, travel and sharing with people has 

grown and grown, including delivering talks to groups like 

Gravesend and extolling the virtues of various parts of the 

globe. 

My wings have spread since joining. Not only do I get to enthuse about the wildlife on my 

doorstep (the Cairngorms National Park), but also overseas where more of my guiding time is 

now spent. I have led tours to France, many parts of Spain, Czech Republic, Romania, 

Bulgaria, Cyprus and the Republics of Georgia & Armenia. In the USA I have travelled to 

Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks in Wyoming, New Mexico, Arizona and we are 

hopefully running a new tour next year to Colorado. I have watched orang-utan and Asian fairy 

bluebirds in Borneo, enjoyed countless parrots and fairy wrens in Australia and been 

overwhelmed by the quantity of life in northern Colombia. I am a very lucky man. 

Mountains draw me in, free my mind and make me feel whole. I have spent many happy days 

tramping the mountains of the Highlands as well as trying not to fall off the Dolomites in Italy! 

So I am very excited about a new tour I have put together with Langur Ecotours; 2 weeks in 

Bhutan next March. The birdlife is amazing with sunbirds, hornbills, babblers, raptors and so 

much more, but also the mountains; the Himalaya.  

My family are long suffering, but mercifully supportive. I am very lucky to have them. My son is 

determined to be a Speyside Wildlife guide, but certainly wants to join me on one of the 

adventures, as they are, sooner rather than later. I certainly couldn’t do this without the 

support of my wife with who I share the passion of travel and who has found some truly 

marvellous birds over the years, including the first and only white-tailed eagle over the house!! 
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I am fortunate indeed to have forged a career sharing wildlife with others and I will continue to 

do so for as long as I can, but it comes with responsibilities. The world is finite and we need to 

tread upon it with care and affection. 

Why volunteering matters! A report from Sue Healey 

  

Those who attend our Thursday evening meetings may recall a talk by Alan Martin last March 
about a non-profit reforestation conservation organisation based in the Atlantic rainforest near 
Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, called Reserva Ecológica De Guapiaçu (REGUA).  Since 1999, the 
project has grown from a relatively small cattle farm on degraded land to over 11,000 hectares 
of forested, re-forested, protected land extending from sea level to over 
2,000 metres elevation along 12 kilometres of the Guapiaçu valley.  I first visited in 2006, 
and started volunteering for the project in 2010.  

 The mountains provide clean drinking water 
and are protected by the trees grown 
there. Rangers patrol the forests to stop 
hunting.  The Schools and Young Ranger 
projects educate local children on 
conservation and nature.     
  

Since last March, further plots of land have 
been purchased and brought under the 
project’s protection.  A six hectare plot was 
key to creating a corridor between an area of 
old lowland forest and a nearby ridgeline.  
Corridors are key to enabling species to 
move between areas, and connecting 
fragments of forest is one of the main 
priorities for land purchase, along with 
preventing encroachment and clearing for 
building.  

 Photographs courtesy of REGUA 

 

Last planting season (October to March) the Reserve reached over half a million trees planted 
- a fantastic achievement.  The land will be protected in perpetuity and wildlife can move freely 
between the previously fragmented forests.      
  

The project would not be as successful without a team working together this means both the 
employees from local villages and the UK team of four volunteers of which I am proud to be a 
member.  Volunteering for REGUA has given me a whole new outlook on life, realising what a 
relatively small project can achieve and where I can make a difference for the future - planting 
trees in a Brazilian summer is a hot challenge!  In exchange, I have made new friends, 
learned about another culture and even manage a little Brazilian Portuguese.  
  

You may be surprised that volunteering for the Gravesend RSPB Group has many parallels to 
my Brazilian experiences.  Whilst part of the national RSPB, we are very much a ‘local group’ 
serving our community in North Kent.  Making new wildlife-enthusiastic friends has opened up 
many new interests for me.  Whilst I retain a mere fraction of the information Malcolm has 
imparted about galls over the years, I find myself looking for potential galls everywhere I go, 
both in the UK and abroad!      
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Supporting the RSPB locally enables the group to carry out volunteering activities such as 
litter picking, reserve maintenance, attending local events to bring the RSPB to a wider 
audience in the community and support our wildlife.     
  

The more I share and learn from others the more enjoyment I gain from being an active 
member of the group.  Our wide ranging interests mean outdoor walks are very sociable.  We 
always find things of interest from birds and butterflies to dragon and damselflies, plants, local 
history and just about everything in between.  Indoor meetings bring speakers from all aspects 
of the natural world, giving us all an idea of wildlife across the world.   
  

Everyone is welcome to join our Group, why not come along to one of our indoor meetings, or 
our wildlife walks - all our events are detailed in our programme on the website at   
http://www.rspbgravesend.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/RSPB-Group-Programme-
2019-final.pdf  
 

White-tailed Eagle reintroduction on the Isle of Wight. 
 
White-tailed eagles were once widespread along the whole of the south coast of England, 

from Cornwall to Kent, before being driven to extinction by relentless persecution that began 

in the Middle Ages. The last pair bred on Culver Cliff on the Isle of Wight in 1780. Many parts 

of southern England remain highly suitable for the species, and following the reintroduction of 

white-tailed eagles to Scotland – where there are now over 130 breeding pairs – we have 

been granted a licence by Natural England to begin an English reintroduction in partnership 

with Forestry England, based on the Isle of Wight. Re-establishing a population of white-tailed 

eagles on the south coast will restore a lost species, and help to link populations in Scotland 

and Ireland with those in the Netherlands and France.  

Many parts of southern England are capable of supporting breeding and wintering white-tailed 

eagles, but the Isle of Wight was considered the most suitable location for the reintroduction. It 

is the last known breeding site of the species in southern England, is located close to highly 

suitable foraging areas in the Solent and surrounding estuaries, has numerous potential 

nesting sites in woods and cliffs, and quiet areas for immature birds. It is also well positioned 

to facilitate the dispersal of eagles both west and east along the coast to sites such as Poole 

Harbour in Dorset and Pagham Harbour in West Sussex. Inland lakes such as Blashford, 

situated 30 km to the north-west, will provide additional foraging areas, and the nearby New 

Forest is also likely to be visited by the birds after release. In time there is potential for white-

tailed eagles to spread to other coastal regions of southern England as well as to inland water 

bodies. Evidence from the Netherlands, where there is a small but growing population of 

white-tailed eagles, shows that the species will readily nest in densely populated areas, close 

to people. As a generalist predator white-tailed eagles favour fish and water birds and 

scavenge carrion.  They tend to favour whichever prey is most seasonally abundant. Fish are 

particularly important in spring and summer, with waterbirds often favoured in autumn and 

winter. The white-tailed eagle’s preference for fishing in shallow water mean estuarine areas 

in and around the Isle of Wight and the Solent will be favoured fishing grounds, with 

seasonally abundant species such as Grey Mullet, likely to form a significant proportion of the 

diet. The Isle of Wight, Solent and surrounding area supports large numbers of migratory 

water birds, which are likely to form a key element of the diet in winter. In Denmark where 

there are now over 100 pairs of breeding white-tailed eagles (from none in the early 1990s) it 

is thought that most geese and ducks taken by eagles are likely injured or sick. They regularly 

search tidelines for washed up dead fish, birds and sea mammals and a recent study in 

Germany showed that carrion account for almost 30% of white-tailed eagle diet in winter. The 

high concentrations of wintering wildfowl and waders in the Solent and surrounding area mean 

http://www.rspbgravesend.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/RSPB-Group-Programme-2019-final.pdf
http://www.rspbgravesend.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/RSPB-Group-Programme-2019-final.pdf
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that foraging eagles will regularly encounter bird carcasses, and they will also take any 

washed-up dead fish or marine mammals as they search shorelines for food. 

Dutch researchers studying white-tailed eagles have found that any disturbance to wading 

birds by the eagles is similar to that of peregrine, and species get used to their presence; 

while breeding colonies of gulls and terns are effective at mobbing and driving off the eagles. 

In addition to the conservation benefits, we believe that the project will give a significant boost 

to the Isle of Wight economy, including in winter. In Scotland eagle tourism is extremely 

popular and recent reports have shown white-tailed eagles generate up to £5 million to the 

economy of the Isle of Mull each year, and £2.4 million to the Isle of Skye. 

A feasibility report was submitted to both Natural England and Scottish Natural Heritage as 

part of the licence application. This outlined the scientific and conservation rationale for the 

project, feedback from public meetings and surveys, and results from a range of interested 

groups also consulted for their views and feedback 

What will the project involve? 

The project is a partnership between Forestry England and the Roy Dennis Wildlife 

Foundation with additional support from conservation organisations and other key 

stakeholders and organisations based on the Island who will form a project steering group. 

Juvenile white-tailed eagles will be collected under licence, from Scottish Natural Heritage, 

from nests in Scotland and translocated to the Isle of Wight in late June. They will then be held 

in a quiet, confidential, location for approximately three-four weeks before being released. 

Food (mainly fish) will be provided close to the release site during the autumn and winter 

before the young eagles become independent. The Natural England licence permits the 

release of the birds on the Isle of Wight over a five year period, with the first six-eight birds 

translocated this summer. A project officer, based on the Isle of Wight, will be appointed at the 

earliest opportunity. 

Young white-tailed eagles do not breed until they are around five years of age. It is hoped that 

a small population of 6-8 pairs will become established on the Isle of Wight and in the wider 

Solent area, with birds spreading east and west along the south coast thereafter. Evidence 

from Scotland indicates that the young white-tailed eagles will wander widely before they 

breed, before eventually settling within around 50 km of the release site. 

Public Consultation 

Public support has been high. 85% of the people who completed a questionnaire at three 

public meetings held on the Isle of Wight in November were in favour of the project. A total of 

1962 people completed the same questionnaire online between 2nd and 30th November, with 

86% in favour, 10% against and 4% not sure. There was clear majority support from people 

across the local area. Respondents to the survey from the Isle of Wight, Hampshire, Dorset 

and Sussex – the counties where the reintroduced birds are most likely to settle and breed in 

the future – were 76% in favour of the project. The public consultation also involved extensive 

discussions with a range of different stakeholders, and we intend to maintain this approach 

throughout the project. 

Courtesy of Roy Dennis, from the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation. 
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Why your camera needs love too by Anthony Sinfield owner of Cameracal Ltd  

Cameracal offers camera and lens calibration, sensor cleaning, photographic workflow 
tutoring and photographic equipment servicing to both amateur and professional 
photographers alike. 

Founded three years ago by Anthony Sinfield, who has an impressive 37 years in the 
photographic trade (including nine years as a full-time photographic tutor). Anthony wanted 
Cameracal to actually help photographers. Whilst tutoring in southern Africa, Anthony realised 
how essential it is to calibrate lenses to the camera. Several clients had severe front or back 
focus issues on their lenses which almost ruined their photographic safaris. 

For example one lady was going through her photos at the end of the day only to find most of 
her photos were unusable – which was a great shame because she had spent all day at a 
water hole in Etosha photographing Lilac-breasted Rollers! All her pictures were focused 
about three inches in front of her subject…no pin sharp eye and a whole lot of unusable 
images! 

The reason for this article is we believe wildlife photographers benefit from calibration of their 
equipment more than almost any other type of photographer. The long lenses, especially 
those with a large aperture, are affected by front and back focusing the most. 

Since our humble beginnings several years ago, we have now calibrated over four thousand 
cameras and lenses, completed countless sensor cleans and helped hundreds of 
photographers master their gear and photographic workflow at our studio just south of 
Horsham. 

If you feel your lenses aren’t as sharp as they should be, please check our website to find out 
more - www.cameracal.co.uk.  

The Big Garden Birdwatch 2019 

We can now reveal 2019’s results. Once again, the house 
sparrow has hit the top spot. At number 2 is the starling, 
closely followed by the blue tit and the blackbird. 
 
The woodpigeon flies in at number 5, followed by the 
goldfinch, great tit, and robin at number 8. The top eight 
remain the same as last year, so it’s a battle for numbers 9 
and 10. The chaffinch has seen off the long-tailed tit to be at 
number 9, and the magpie has crept in at number 10. 

For the 16th successive year, house sparrows came in at 
first place! It’s hardly surprising really, as they can be found 
pretty much everywhere, tending to feed and breed near 
people, from city centres to farmland. 
 
While they are seen in much smaller numbers now 
compared to when the Birdwatch started – the Big Garden 

Birdwatch shows a 56% decline – this trend has slowed in the past 10 years.  

For more information, please visit https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-
involved/activities/birdwatch/results/ 

http://www.cameracal.co.uk/
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Our first book review by Paul Yetman  

“Nightingales in November” written by Mike Dilger, the TV wildlife presenter most often spotted 

on the BBC’s The One Show. Published by Bloomsbury, 2015. 

Mike tells the story of twelve well-known ‘British’ birds over the course of a year. He traces the 

lives of nightingale, swallow, puffin and cuckoo that journey thousands of miles to breed here, 

of Bewick’s swan and waxwing that come to escape harsh winters further north and of the 

resident species robin, blue tit, kingfisher, peregrine, lapwing and tawny owl – some which are 

more mobile than you may have thought. 

So where are nightingales in November, or swallows on Christmas Day? How do our resident 

birds cope with cold snaps? Why do waxwings wait until much later to leave than the swans? 

Did you know that kingfishers can have two broods - so what happens to the young from the 

first brood? Or that puffins mate for life and have a single chick each year which is reared in a 

rabbit burrow? All this and much more is revealed in this fascinating book, which weaves its 

tale between all twelve birds as the year unfolds, pulling together information gleaned over 

decades from ringers, satellite tracking, bird watchers and migration recorders. 

The style is light and easy to read, (I imagined Mike’s breathless voice narrating it), and 

packed with nuggets of information. A worthwhile read both for the entertainment factor and to 

gain an insight into the lives of twelve of our ‘British’ birds. 

............ and  finally 

The highest bird flight ever recorded was by a Ruppell's griffon vulture. It was recorded hitting 

an aircraft over the Ivory Coast at 11,274m. The highest flying British bird is the whooper 

swan. A pilot recorded a flock flying at 8,230m over the Hebrides. 

I hope that if the weather stays dry and warm, you can visit some of your favourite places to 

see our fantastic wildlife in all of its glory. Stay safe and happy birding. 

 

Steve Cullum – Newsletter Editor. 
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