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 elcome to the latest edition and what a year it has been. From our excellent outdoor 

trips, indoor meetings, to the dreaded ‘B’ word. As for the latter, you can read a 

report from Martin Harper, the RSPB’s Conservation Director here 
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/martinharper/posts/an-update-on-the-environmental-

implications-of-brexit   

Our outdoor trips have always taken us to some fantastic 

reserves and this year, the final coach trip took us to Minsmere 

(normally, a Spring visit) where the group total sightings were 

the same as the Spring trip – 76!  Amongst these were bittern, 

merlin, hobby, Cetti’s warbler and fieldfare. For some, the 

sighting of the day, was the otter at the Island Mere hide and 

very nice it was too. 

The indoor meetings are as popular as ever, with lots of interesting speakers and topics, 

including Sri Lanka, owls, Kent’s wild year and Costa Rica. Our 2020 programme of events 

will be announced shortly. 

If you would like to attend one of our outdoor meetings and are unable to arrange your own 

transport, why not speak to one of the committee members – we may be able to help. 

Remember to make a note in your diary about our social evening on the 12th of 

December, at the Northfleet School for Girls, starting at 7:30 pm and finishing at 

9:45 pm. We can review the year, enjoy festive refreshments, a challenging quiz 

or two and judge a photographic competition. Please bring your photos of local 

wildlife along for entry, wear your best Christmas outfits and bring your favourite 

nibbles.  

A report from Howard Vaughan – Visitor Experience Officer at RSPB Rainham Marshes.  

Spoonbills continued into October and we suspect that all were different as they headed off 
west with two on the 1st and one on the 3rd, while a great white egret on the 18th was 

surprisingly the only sighting. With water appearing at last, 
duck and wader numbers slowly increased and black-tailed 
godwits peaked at 370, curlew at 14 and lapwing at 300. More 
species were seen on the river especially on the murky 24th 
when 32 knot, three sanderling, 48 dunlin, 22 golden and two 
grey plover were counted. A curlew sandpiper on the 15th was 
the first of the year and two common sandpipers were still 
along the foreshore while two wood sandpipers on the 6th 
were unseasonal and sitting just a few feet away from the first 
jack snipe. A woodcock on the 12th was new in. Scoter were 

seen on the 21st, 24th and 30th when two female goldeneye and three mergansers made for 
a good duck haul. Two mandarin up river on the 12th were only the fourth record and Brent 
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geese were seen on four dates A little gull on the 8th was followed by five on the 21st when 
Arctic and black terns were also seen. Sandwich terns on the 2nd and common on the 18th 
made for a good tern month. At least five different Caspian gulls were seen on various dates 
and there were still a few yellow-legged gulls to be found. 

Late spotted flycatchers were seen on the 1st and 2nd and an even later common redstart 
was seen on the 23rd. The last sand martin was on the 13th and 
a few swallows and house martins dribbled through while 
overhead passage included an unprecedented jackdaw 
movement between the 17th and 20th with 1,555 counted 
heading west. Meanwhile a few thousand woodpigeons went 
south, when good numbers of stock doves caught up with them. 
Pipits, wagtails, the first winter thrushes, skylarks and finches 
were also moving with 20 siskins (19th), seven lesser redpolls 
(25th), bullfinch (24th), brambling (15th), five corn buntings 
and a yellowhammer (17th) and late yellow wagtails on the 19th 
and 29th. Ring ouzels were seen on six dates with five on the 
16th and two on the 20th and coal tits of near continental 
appearance were seen on five dates and even photographed for 
the first time. The last wheatear was seen on the 19th and stonechat numbers increased and 
it was not overly surprising that a Dartford warbler was seen on the 31st. Both water and 
Scandinavian rock pipits were back on site from the 15th and rather bizarrely ring-necked 
parakeets have reverted to daily flocks with 168 on the 17th being the peak! Ravens are once 
again regular and the usual other raptors and even the barn owls have been putting on a good 
show. Only a merlin on the 25th was a new sighting and the first of the season. 

RSPB Local Groups - How it all began - Trevor Gunton.  

I joined the staff as Regional Organiser on April 1st 1968. The job description was a trifle 

unclear "to assist in projecting the aims and objectives of the Society across England". At this 

time the RSPB was little known outside the South East, with just one nature reserve of note in 

the North, that being the famous Leighton Moss in Lancashire. We 

also had a small full time staff in Scotland. 

Before taking up my appointment, I did some homework about the 

Society and found that we had already been down the local 

club/Society route, and at the end of the Victorian age, in the early 

part of our history, the main thrust of the campaign against the 

plumage trade had come from hundreds of small groups of 

volunteers; some became "local representatives" not only in the UK 

but also in parts of Europe and throughout the Empire. 

The First World War saw the end of the trade in plumage - and the 

local groups and clubs just faded away. Even in the 1930's some local representatives were 

still listed in the Society's annual report. 

On my appointment in 1968, a list of County/Regional representatives was presented to me. 

Some were dead and most of the rest were mainly inactive. So, I was given a free hand to try 

to re-establish a more active Regional set up. A big task! 

As far as I could judge, the greatest asset we had was a full programme each year of new, 

home produced wildlife films - these being premiered at the Royal Festival Hall, London. 

These shows attracted two sell out audiences of over 4,500. After these showings nothing 

much seemed to happen to the films so I decided to take the films out on tour with the shows 
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being staged in conjunction with the local and county bird clubs. These shows were very 

successful and I soon had a small network of volunteers who were keen to do more to help 

the Society. 

So, in 1969, after a few false starts, the group system as we know it today was born and 

eventually, at the height of our development we listed 176 groups and nearly 250 annual film 

shows at the start of our centenary year in 1989. These were Members' Groups, rather 

different to the local groups we have today and as you know these groups and local 

representatives raised many thousands of pounds and recruited hundreds of new members. 

They also played a key role in Centenary Year and staged hundreds of event of all kinds. 

You might say "the rest is history", but the groups had not been welcomed by the "birding" 

establishment across the UK. We were seen as "incomers" intent on poaching their members 

and depriving them of income from the film shows - films which they had rented at very low 

cost from the RSPB Film Unit. The establishment of RSPB groups was also opposed by some 

key members of RSPB Council, many who were from the "county ornithological" 

establishment. Difficult days. However my Director (CEO in today's terms) Peter Conder fully 

supported my work as he felt we were in urgent need of a more widely spread regional 

framework. I remember him saying "Trevor if you think you can deliver - then you have my 

backing". 

The regional groups led eventually to the establishment of a network of Regional Officers with 

staff across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Some of the early groups continued to thrive and play a key role in the work of the Society. To 

many people the local group "is the RSPB". Some of these group members may never visit a 

reserve but will help at a local event, sell raffle tickets or run a stall selling wild bird food. They 

are all great supporters of the world's greatest wildlife conservation organisation. 

So, we have come full circle, from the campaign against the plumage trade to Birdlife 

International. From the film shows to lectures and worldwide conservation projects of all kinds. 

From birds in the garden to help on our rapidly expanding nature reserves - we all have a part 

to play. 

So, if you are reading this as one of our supporters, thank you for all you do. We are living 

through a period of great change, socially and economically. The RSPB is well equipped to 

face these challenges, and the local group network will, I believe, remain at the heart of the 

Society. 

Trevor Gunton former Head of (and founder of) Development 1968 

Wildlife on the Kent and Essex banks of the Thames Estuary set to benefit from 

£150,000 PLA investment in RSPB projects. 

Improved habitat for birds, bees and other wildlife is to be created along the River Thames in 

Kent and Essex in a new partnership between the Port of London Authority (PLA) and the 

RSPB.  

The Thames Estuary contains some of the most important and protected wetland habitat in 

the UK, supporting a wide range of flora and fauna, including many species in decline or 

under threat. Endangered species set to enjoy enhanced breeding grounds following the 

£150,000 PLA investment include lapwings and the rare shrill carder bee. 
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The PLA is investing to deliver on the environmental 

commitment in the river development framework, the Thames 

Vision, to “improve biodiversity of sites (along the Thames) 

recognised for their wildlife interest”. The partnership with the 

RSPB is set to deliver the most significant step forward so far, 

improving the condition of 386 hectares of priority habitat in 

South Essex and North Kent and 10 kilometres of enhanced 

wetland ditches to support water voles. It will also provide new 

connections between areas of habitat, a further Vision environment goal. 

James Trimmer, Planning and Environment Director at the PLA, said: “Estuaries like the 

Thames are unique and valuable habitats.  In our role as Custodians of the tidal Thames, 

ensuring the estuary’s continued and improving health is a key priority. Partnerships with key 

stakeholders like the RSPB are key to delivering on this essential and demanding 

commitment”. 

“The funds we are investing with the RSPB are part of our broad Thames Vision commitment 

to enhance use of the river and improve its environment. The location of the sites is 

particularly important as they are close to urban areas, offering greater potential for increasing 

visitor numbers and education opportunities. In the long term more people engaging with, 

understanding and valuing the Thames and its environment is really important.” 

Work is set to start on the sites this autumn, with grassland and water management measures 

providing wildlife with breeding habitats that are increasingly scarce across the country. 

At RSPB Canvey Wick in Essex, a site that the RSPB manages in partnership with Buglife and 

the Land Trust, work will focus on protecting one of the strongholds for the rare shrill carder 

bee. The installation of a new titling weir at RSPB Bowers Marsh nature reserve will aim to 

hold water in wetland areas and protect them from summer droughts. Breeding habitat for 

wildfowl and wader species will also be enhanced.  

In Kent, hydrology improvements at Higham Marsh will improve a significant area and habitat 

for birds, in addition to increased flood storage opportunities. This allies to the PLA-led 

commitment to develop monitoring on nearby sites it owns to establish an appropriate 

baseline and to seek improvements working with its tenant farmers. 

Chris Corrigan, RSPB’s England Director, said: “It’s fantastic to be working with the PLA to 

expand our landscape conservation work across Essex and Kent. 

With species such as lapwing and redshank in severe decline, 

their investment will make sure we can broaden our efforts to 

provide the habitats they rely on.” 

The PLA Investment Plan, launched in May 2018, is aimed at 

accelerating delivery of the goals in the Thames Vision. The 

organisation’s evolving, comprehensive package of investments 

along the Thames supports greater river use for trade and travel, 

environmental improvements and enhanced access for sport and 

recreation. Projects already supported in Essex and Kent include a new pontoon for paddlers 

at Benfleet Yacht Club and a new ship discharge system at CEMEX’s Northfleet wharf. 

Employees from across the PLA’s 400-stong workforce (based at locations along the river 

from Richmond in Surrey to Gravesend in Kent) will be active in delivering the improvements 

at the RSPB site through volunteering days. 
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Shrill Carder, Northward Hill 

A report from RSPB North Kent Marshes. 

Autumn has brought a new set of interns to Northward Hill, myself included. We are 2-and-a-
half months into our 12-month internships and have been involved in a variety of activities 
from raking through to tree felling whilst constantly improving our species and land 

management knowledge. We have been working on our bird 
identification skills, both sight and sound, in preparation for Wetland 
Bird Surveys (WeBS), which began for us in October. 

We began with path clearance at Cliffe Pools reserve and, since being 
trained to use brush cutters, have been clearing vegetation near anti-
predator fences and creating bumblebee-friendly habitat, including the 
rare Shrill Carder bee. You can see our bee habitats at Northward 
Hill with areas of cut vegetation along visitor paths, which will 
hopefully become filled with flowering plants in the spring. This is part 

of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust’s “Making a Buzz for the Coast” initiative to restore and 
create habitat for Kent’s bumblebees. Cliffe Pools has also been identified as key habitat for 
rare species of mining bees, so the Bexley volunteer group gave us a hand to increase areas 
of bare ground for female bees to create burrows for egg-laying. 

Since passing our chainsaw assessments, our team, including volunteers, have spent many 
days in the woodland at Northward Hill trying to reduce the sycamore trees which are taking 
over: we want to increase the area of oak woodland as this will benefit many more species. 
This is a task that has been ongoing for a couple of years and has been a task that has been 
undertaken by many previous wardens. Because of the lack of previous success in reducing 
its extent, a new way of cutting and the use of herbicides on the stumps has been 

implemented in the last 2 years - so far the success has been promising. We are also 

coppicing all stales of woodland to help maintain habitat for our nightingales to return to in the 
spring. Being a priority species for Northward Hill, this is something we spend much of winter 
doing to make sure the woodland is in the best possible position to maintain and hopefully 
increase numbers in the future. The neglect of coppice woodland in the south east is one of 
the factors that has meant a decrease in suitable habitat for them, so by maintaining the 
traditional management in Northward Hill we hope that it will continue to be a stronghold for 
them for many years.  

The dry summer months has meant that ditches 
are low across all the reserves. This may mean 
you see all the reserves dry until later in the year 
and even in to next year. Despite the recent rain, 
we still need more to allow us to take water of out 
the ditches and to flood the marsh. The impact of 
climate change on land management cannot be 
underestimated and is a challenge we continue to 
deal with day to day and year to year. It is 
something that is in our future plans in terms of 
how to mitigate against its worst effects. Though not easy, the need for water and how to 
capture it when it comes is central to it. With this in mind, we are drawing up plans for best 
ways to do this across the suite of reserves. It may take time to implement but we hope in 
time, before any significant effects on the wildlife that relies on these internationally important 
wetlands, to have an impact. 

So far, I’m enjoying my internship, being actively involved in conserving our environment and 
meeting so many people with an enthusiasm for nature: those who dedicate time to volunteer - 
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and there are many who do so on an almost full-time basis - without whom the reserve would 
struggle to function and those who are just visiting. I’m learning a lot from everyone and I hope 
to see you out enjoying one of our reserves! 

Kind regards from Eleanor, RSPB Intern and Will Tofts RSPB North Kent Marshes Warden 

Kent’s biodiversity 

  

Kent has a rich and varied biodiversity with globally rare habitats from vegetated shingle at 
Dungeness, ancient chalk grasslands of the Kent Downs and the marine chalk reef around our 
coast. The Garden of England supports some equally rare species, such as the Lizard Orchid 
and Shrill Carder Bee. The Kent Biodiversity Strategy sets out how the county will deliver 
healthy and sustainable biodiversity in Kent. Chair of the Kent Nature Partnership 
Caroline Jessel said: “So many recent reports on the state of biodiversity tell us that nature is 
now at a crisis point. It is vital that we act decisively, and act fast, if we are to reverse this 
trend and create a sustainable future for all of us. The Kent Nature Partnership, and this 
strategy, provides a robust framework for coordinated action for wildlife across our beautiful 
county.”  

Kent is home to over 20,000 different species, nearly 30% of all found in the UK. Over 3,400 
of those are rare and threatened; as an example, five of the UK’s seven rarest bumblebee 
species are in Kent, making it the most important county in the UK for bumblebee species 
diversity. Deputy cabinet member for the environment and Kent Nature Partnership Board 
member Michael Payne said: “Kent well lives up to its name as the Garden of England, with a 
rich landscape that supports a wonderful array of special and rare wildlife. It is important that 
the county plays its role in addressing the decline of biodiversity. We must act – and not just 
for nature’s sake but also for our own, as nature plays an essential role in our lives providing 
for so much of our very existence.” 

The Kent Biodiversity Strategy also forms part of Kent County Council’s commitment to 
recognise the UK Environment and Climate emergency. 
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Leader of Medway Council and Kent Nature Partnership Board member Alan Jarrett said: 
“This is a critical time to act for biodiversity and take the 
steps needed to secure our natural environment for future 
generations. The Kent Biodiversity Strategy clearly sets our 
intentions to deliver thriving wildlife and a healthy 
environment and hence champion the natural world.”  

The strategy has several goals, specifically that by 2044, 
Kent will have: 
• a rich and growing biodiversity, with resilient ecological 
  networks and healthy, well-functioning ecosystems 
• clean, productive and biologically diverse water ecosystems 
• made its contribution to reversing the loss of marine biodiversity and delivering clean, 
  productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas through good management 
• the widest possible range of ages and backgrounds will be benefiting from the mental and  
  physical health benefits of the natural environment; with an inspired next generation to take 
  on guardianship of the county’s biodiversity. 
 
While the strategy has a 25-year timeframe, its delivery will be planned on a five-year basis 
with a review during this time to ensure the targets are still relevant. 

It is intended that the targets will be utilised by statutory agencies to local planning authorities; 
landowners to non-governmental organisations; those that use the land to those that benefit 
from its services.  

Britain’s loudest bird has battled extinction not once but twice.   

Bitterns completely disappeared from Britain in the 1870s. Although the shy bird with a 
booming voice made a comeback in the 20th century, bitterns 
were back at the brink of extinction by 1997 when numbers 
dropped to just 11 males. Two EU-funded projects helped 
revive bittern (a type of heron) numbers once again. This 
year the RSPB is celebrating the bittern’s best year since 
records began, with over 100 male booming bitterns 
recorded on the charity’s reserves for the first time and 
almost 200 across the UK. Despite its claim to fame as 
Britain’s loudest bird, bitterns are highly secretive. With their 
well camouflaged, pale, buffy-brown plumage, bitterns spend 

most of their time hiding in dense stands of reed and are so elusive scientists count them by 
listening for the males’ distinctive booming call. 

Simon Wotton, RSPB Senior Conservation Scientist, said: “Bitterns are one of our most 
charismatic birds. Their astonishing recovery from the brink of extinction is a real conservation 
success story and example of what is possible through targeted efforts to restore wildlife 
habitat.” 

“It’s a delight to hear their distinctive booming call echoing across the reedbeds every year as 
more and more bitterns are making new or restored wetlands their home.” 

Since 2006, there has been a year-on-year increase in the number of bitterns making their 
home in Britain. This year numbers reached record levels once more with 198 males recorded 
at 89 sites. This compares to 188 at 82 sites in 2018. Although the EU LIFE grants were vital 
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to the bittern bounce back, legal safeguards in place within Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 
were also crucial to their success. The number of SPAs has not increased for 20 years, 
despite plans to designate more SPAs as bitterns arrived in their newly created 
habitats. When the RSPB first started regular annual bittern monitoring in 1990, over 90% of 
booming bitterns were found on SPAs designated for the bird but this year only 23% were 
recorded on designated SPAs, leaving bittern nests vulnerable to damage and destruction. 
The UK has the second lowest percentage of its national territory designated as SPAs of the 
EU28 member states. 

The RSPB’s conservation director Martin Harper added: “The recovery of the bittern is a 
great success story. It highlights the importance of nature reserves and protected areas in 
providing this species a lifeline. Equally, we know that dedicated funding from the EU has 
been instrumental in driving positive action. Rhetorical commitments to restore nature in a 
generation must be backed up with legal targets and adequate resources. That is why it is 

essential that governments across the UK pass new 
environment laws to drive nature’s recovery and replace 
the funding that will be lost if and when the UK leaves the 
European Union”. 

102 booming males were recorded across RSPB sites, up 
from 92 last year. Booming was reported from five new 
sites. Although the number of confirmed booming males in 
Somerset dropped from 55 to 48 boomers, record levels 
were noted in the Fens and North Eastern England. 

Glimmers of hope for UK’s wild birds. 

The Wild Bird Populations in the UK 1970-2018 report is an annual stocktake of a suite of 
species groups, termed 'indicators', of which farmland, woodland, breeding wetland, wintering 
wetland and seabirds are included. 

The indicators are intended to broadly reflect the environmental condition of different 
landscapes and these are presented alongside an 'all species indicator', which is made up of 
trends for 130 different widespread bird species. The 'all species' indicator shows that over the 
long term (1970-2018), positives and negatives are balanced - with 29% of species on the up 
and 28% experiencing decline. The short-term trend, 2012-2017 delivers a similar story, with 
35% of those species increasing and 33% decreasing. 

It will come as no surprise that our farmland birds are not doing very well at all but there are 
signs of recovery here too. The long-term picture is still pretty grim, with 62% of the species 
monitored, 19 in all, showing a decline. However, the short-term picture is more positive with 

32% of farmland bird species showing an increase in their 
populations, 42% stable and 26% falling between 2012 and 2018. 

Within the farmland group, skylark, corn bunting, reed bunting and 
linnet populations have all shown short-term increases and tree 
sparrow, starling, lapwing and kestrel have all remained stable over 
the five-year period. Grey partridge populations are still in decline 
and showing no sign of recovery. 

The woodland birds indicator is 30% lower than it was in 1970; the 
short-term picture is not too good either with more than half of the 

woodland birds monitored, 37 species in all, showing declines. Even here there are small 
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glimmers of hope, the short-term trend for song thrush showing a marked 22% increase 
against a backdrop of long-term decline. 

The trend for water and wetland birds reflects the fortunes of 26 species, of which roughly a 
third each are declining, stable and increasing. The Cetti’s warbler has increased rapidly both 
over the long-term and the short-term, whilst the yellow 
wagtail, associated with wet grasslands, has shown a 
strong decline for both time periods. It’s a bit of a 
rollercoaster for our seabirds with 38% of the 13 species 
monitored declining over the long term but 46% increasing 
over the short term. Strong declines have been seen for 
both Arctic skua and herring gull populations over both the 
long term and short term, whilst in the short term several 
species have shown a strong increase, including razorbill 
and great black-backed gull. 

Dr David Noble, Principal Ecologist at the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), said, 
"Despite a wide range of pressures continuing to affect many of our UK bird populations, and 
driving declines in many of our habitat specialists, there are a few positive stories where 
species could be responding to more nature-friendly management and spreading northward to 
suitable landscapes." 

Planting trees in the UK -  Courtesy of the BBC’s Science editor David Shukman. 
 

Experts in forestry say a huge programme of tree planting 
is needed if the UK is to have any chance of reducing its 
carbon emissions to effectively zero. They also say that 
the aim, though difficult, is feasible but will depend on 
careful planning - "to get the right trees in the right places", 
as one specialist said. 

Finding enough land may be one of the toughest 

challenges. Farmers will want incentives to convert their 
fields to forests, not just to help with the cost of planting 
trees but also to compensate them for the long decades 
before they can earn an income from them. 

Prime arable fields are unlikely to be selected for this role but areas currently used for 
livestock may be in line, and that might force the country to make some highly sensitive 
choices between producing meat and growing forests. 

It could also mean a profound change to the look of much of the countryside, with the familiar 
sights of grazing cattle and sheep replaced by woodland. 

Officials in Defra are currently working on a new post-Brexit system of subsidies for farmers, 
the exact details and aims of which may well determine whether these vast tree schemes 
succeed. 

Urban areas may offer scope for planting but these will be relatively small and possibly more 
expensive. 

Another concern is tree disease. The UK could theoretically grow enough saplings for the new 
forests but a crash programme of planting would probably mean buying from abroad, just at a 
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time when many species are already suffering from pests that have arrived from other 
countries. 

The specialist I spoke to also said the effort had to be properly funded and "joined-up", by 
which he means coordinating many different government agencies, forestry organisations and 
farmers - no easy task. 

Birdwise news from Hayley Taylor. 

2019 has been a very busy year for the 
Bird Wise rangers. We spent the winter 
patrolling the north Kent marshes 
between Gravesend and Whitstable, 
meeting lots of really interesting people 
and learning more about how they and 
the many different species of birds, use 
our coast. 

Over the summer months we attended 
lots of events across the region, 
including the Pet Days at Gravesend 
Market and a Fun Day at Higham 
Library. We took our gazebo to festivals 
such as the English Festival, Medway 

River Festival, Faversham Dog Day, Focus On Hoo and Whitstable Harbour Day. These 
events provide an opportunity to share our messages about reducing recreational disturbance 
to birds to a much wider audience and in some cases we were able to show people the birds 
we are trying to protect, thanks to the turnstones making an appearance at Whitstable 
Harbour Day. 

We are really pleased to have our seasonal rangers Julie and Mel back in post to cover the 
winter season from October to March. We have created a game that illustrates the perils of 
migration for Brent geese and enjoyed testing this out on the Gillingham Beaver group. We 
are running a series of guided walks across the region and have 2 talks arranged in 
partnership with Medway libraries. 

We are also designing signage to display at sensitive areas for roosting and feeding, which 
will help communicate our messages about responsible behaviours and making sure the birds 
have the space they need to feed and rest without disturbance. 

So far, the feedback we have received has been largely positive, and the majority of people 
we speak to are supportive of our efforts. We have established good working relationships 
with the local WeBS volunteer counters and recently gave a presentation at their annual 
meeting. People have been contacting us when they see disturbance out on site, which has 
proved useful when we are planning our site visits as it gives us a better idea of where our 
resources are most needed. 

We recently launched our Coastal Canines Club, which aims to educate dog owners about 
disturbance and how they can avoid it. It is free to join and when you register online you will 
get a free goodie bag for you and your dog. There is lots more information on our website at 
www.birdwise.org.uk and you can follow us on social media @birdwisenk on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. You can get in contact with us at birdwise@medway.gov.uk or via the 
link on our website or message via our social media pages. If you see us out on site please 

Julie, Hayley and Mel with ranger dog Jasper 
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stop to say hello, we love to hear about the birds you have spotted or any concerns you have 
relating to disturbance. 

Let nature sing. 

Millions listened to bird song, thanks to you. Did you listen to bird song on your own? Host a 
bird song afternoon tea? Play bird song at work, or something else? Whatever you did, thank 
you so much. More than 5,000 fantastic locations took part including a castle! Transport for 
London even played bird song at Westminster tube station! Our Birdsong Radio webpage had 
52,500 hits (target was 50,000) and live stream plays were 116,000 (target 100,000), with over 
1,000 unique #LetNatureSing uses on the day. Let Nature Sing also won PR Week 2019 
awards for best not-for-profit campaign this month! Watch this space for more LNS activities. If 
you have any images or videos from your Let Nature Sing takeovers please send them to me 
at newsletter@rspbgravesend.org.uk  The Nature Recovery Campaign (of which LNS is a key 
part – one of the cultural elements) is one of our key priorities. Our Nature Recovery 
Campaign aims to secure ambitious new laws and policies that will drive nature’s recovery 
across the four countries of the UK and create a strong UK platform for a new global deal for 
nature in 2020. We believe we can only achieve this if we demonstrate large-scale public 
concern for nature. This campaign is about creating a step change in public and political 
attitude towards nature so we can demand bolder action, faster. 

Volunteer day at RSPB Northward Hill 16.11.2019 

On a fresh dry Saturday, nine hearty members 

of our group met at RSPB Northward Hill to 

carry out scrub clearance and habitat 

maintenance. After having met George, an 

intern at the reserve and Will Tofts, the group 

proceeded to their designated location and were 

given the necessary implements to carry out 

their tasks. George said that the clearance was 

needed to facilitate cattle grazing and it would 

form an important habitat for endangered bees, 

such as the shrill carder, along with the 

possibility of snipe nesting. After three hours of 

toil, merriment,  hot drinks and a bonfire, the results can be seen below – before and after. 
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Afterwards, Pitchfork Pete said “It has been a worthwhile day, just a shame that the film 

crew wasn’t here again”. Well done to everyone involved.  Our local group hold two 

volunteering days during the year and if you would like to take part, please contact one of the 

committee members who will be happy to advise. 

Recycling  

You may or may not be aware that it is possible to recycle your printer ink cartridges to raise 

funds for the RSPB. For more information, please visit www.therecyclingfactory.com/rspb  or 

bring them to any of our meetings and hand them to Hazel who will collect and send off 

periodically. 

Membership renewal 2020 

If you haven’t already done so, please remember to complete your form and return to Irene 
before 31st January 2020 with your annual subscription – thank you. 

……………and finally  

We hope to see you all at our social evening on the 12th 

December to indulge in some festive cheer! 

 

 

So, from me, Hazel and the committee, we would like to 
wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year. Happy birding ☺ 

 

 Steve Cullum – Newsletter Editor 

The RSPB is the UK’s largest 

nature conservation charity, 

inspiring everyone to give nature 

a home. Together with our 

partners, we protect threatened 

birds and wildlife so our towns, 

coast and countryside will teem 

with life once again. We play a 

leading role in BirdLife 

International, a worldwide 

partnership of nature 

conservation organisations. 

___________________________ 

 

Any advertisements enclosed in 

this newsletter are not specifically 

endorsed by the RSPB or the 

Gravesend local group. 
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