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elcome to the latest edition and I hope that this finds you safe and well. The 

committee have been working behind the scenes, in accordance with the RSPB’s and 

Government’s guidelines, to try and find ways of bringing a slice of ‘normality’ back to 

our lives in these turbulent times. As you are aware, both our indoor and outdoor 

meetings have had to be cancelled until further notice.  The good news is that Maria has been 

in contact with our guest speakers and we have Zoom talks booked for the first three months of 

the year.  The indoor and outdoor meetings programme is attached.  Further details will be 

confirmed on the website and via social media nearer the time. Zoom is easy to use and we 

would love to see you there. 

Whilst on the subject of social media, we now have 60 members in our Gravesend RSPB 

Nature Watch Group on Facebook – why not take a look next time you are there, join and 

maybe post something to it.  In addition, our Instagram feed has 108 followers. 

Migration is well underway and as many of you might have 

seen on the news, a record number of 140,000 Knot were 

counted at Snettisham, Norfolk, in October. Myself, Hazel, 

Sue, Pete and Karrie were there to witness this spectacle as 

part of a four day trip (pre lockdown 2). We arrived in the early 

morning darkness, along with countless others, a couple of 

hours before high tide and will never forget this amazing 

spectacle. A huge ‘parcel’ of Oystercatchers was also present 

and flew above us to another roosting site when the tide came in.  

I received this email from Nick Gaskill and Sue Gulati – 18th October:  

I just wanted to make contact to congratulate those responsible for setting up the Gravesend 

RSPB Nature Watch Group. The last nine months have challenged all of us in so many different 

ways and the Facebook pages, with its posts and interesting local articles, have kept people in 

touch and helped many to cope through what has been a difficult period. So, I simply wanted to 

say thanks, I thoroughly enjoy it and what a great idea. 

Also, I read with interest the latest RSPB Gravesend Local Group Electronic Newsletter, edited 

by your good self, containing some very interesting articles. The article that caught my eye 

particularly was written by Trevor Hatton. Whilst I completely agree with the sentiment – it’s not 

about numbers of species or ticks, it’s about enjoying the whole experience.  

I would like to share our experience with you - I have a confession; Sue and I left London on the 

6th of January and arrived in Sydney, Australia on the 25th of February having sailed via the 

Caribbean and Pacific. At that time there was no pandemic, just news of a few cases of 

influenza in China. We then spent a few days driving up to Adelaide, where we caught up with 

Sue’s son who is a doctor working at a local hospital. We had planned to visit Uluru and then 

Darwin together before we were to fly back to the UK via Singapore and her son return to 
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Adelaide. All went well until we arrived in Darwin, when suddenly overnight, the state border 

was closed, and all international flights were cancelled. As a doctor, Sue’s son was considered 

a special case and was permitted to travel back to Adelaide. Sue and I have spent the last six 

months in Darwin and have only recently returned to Adelaide to make our way back to the UK, 

(there are still no international flights out of Darwin). 

However, before leaving on our cruise, I purchased a copy of 

Simpson & Day, Field Guide to The Birds of Australia on 

eBay for £4.57. I thought it might be handy as we were 

planning some birding on our way through Australia. When 

we found ourselves stranded, we were determined that we 

would set ourselves a project, using the Simpson & Day 

Field Guide and would try to spot as many different 

species of birds as possible. In the six months that we 

were in Darwin, a total of 198 different species were counted! We also managed to photograph 

most, (not to your standard), with my Panasonic Lumix FZ1000 Bridge Camera. The book has 

been a godsend and so has the Gravesend Nature Watch Group Facebook pages, which have 

kept us in touch with things local to Gravesend. 

I have since been in contact with Nick and they hope to be home in December! 

Bird numbers soar at RSPB's wildlife-friendly farm  

Twenty years of nature-friendly farming at the RSPB’s Hope Farm has shown that with the right 

support it is possible to produce healthy food that’s good for people, the climate and our wildlife. 

However, the future of farming and the incredible wildlife that call our farmlands home hangs in 

the balance as the UK Government has started drawing up new plans rowing back on pledges 

made to farmers and for nature. 

Adopting nature-friendly farming techniques, the RSPB’s Hope Farm in Cambridgeshire has 

demonstrated it is possible to reverse the declines in farmland wildlife and maintain a 

sustainable and profitable business if farmers are given the right 

support. 

On the farm in Cambridgeshire, wildlife numbers have skyrocketed 

over the past two decades, while the business has continued to 

maintain a steady profit. Simple actions such as growing wildflowers, 

creating ponds, improving soils and cutting out insecticides boosted 

wildlife and show how the future for farming and nature in the UK 

could look. 

Butterfly numbers are up 409%, compared to a 10% decrease nationally since 1990, and there 

are 19 times as many bumblebees on Hope Farm than a nearby control farm. There are now 

regular sightings of endangered farm birds such as the lapwing, grey partridge, linnet and 

yellow wagtail, which were never recorded on the farm 20 years ago, and winter farmland birds 

are up by more than1,200%. 

With the England Agriculture Bill returning to the House of Commons this month, the RSPB is 

urging the UK Government to draw on this experience to guide the development of new 

agriculture legislation and nature-friendly farming schemes in England. 

Jenna Hegarty, RSPB Deputy Director for Conservation said: “The government must wake up 

and smell the coffee – Hope Farm has proved our farms can become havens for wildlife and 

maintain profit if farmers are given the right support”. 
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“We have reached a fork in the road – the UK Government can rebrand failed policy and face 

another lost decade for nature. Or they can seize this once-in-a-generation opportunity to 

transform the way we farm, supporting and rewarding farmers for protecting our precious 

wildlife. The stakes could not be higher. The UK Government must stand by its promise to 

rewrite the future for farming and nature to help revive our world.” 

Nature is in crisis: 15% of UK species are at risk of extinction, and the Farmland Bird Index has 

dropped by 57% since 1970. The UK is languishing near the bottom of the league table as one 

of the most nature depleted countries in the world (1). Farmland covers 75% of the UK, 

meaning farmers are critical to efforts to restore nature and tackle the climate crisis. 

Whilst an increasing number of farmers are supporting nature friendly farming and would like to 

do more (2), incentives through farm subsidy systems have done too little to support them. 

Defra has started to design a new support system, the Environment Land Management 

Scheme (ELMS). But initial plans appear to repeat failings of the old system, lack ambition and 

fails to support new farming practices which work with nature. 

Georgina Bray, Hope Farm Manager, said: “Farmland covers the majority of our four countries, 

making it an absolutely critical part of the solution if we are to reverse the decline of nature. 

Farmers are under a huge amount of pressure, but what’s been amazing about managing Hope 

Farm is that I’ve seen how nature can help to produce richer, healthier soils and crops and 

remain productive in the long-term.” 

Chairman of the Nature Friendly Farming Network and Hope Farm contractor Martin Lines said: 

“It’s been great to witness and support the turnaround of nature at Hope Farm. The huge 

increase in butterfly numbers, birds and other wildlife is an incredible achievement. The benefits 

of nature-friendly farming practices not only produce amazing results for nature and the 

environment but also deliver fantastic benefits for farming productivity.” 

 

Steve Cullum – Newsletter Editor 

 

National and Local Campaigns 

The RSPB is asking everyone to add their voice to the Love Minsmere 

campaign and sign the e-petition to save this internationally recognised 

important reserve for nature and biodiversity from the potentially significant 

harmful impacts of the proposed new nuclear power station, Sizewell C. 

You can reach the e-petition at the RSPB website: 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/love-minsmere-sizewell-c/ 

 

Buglife is running the campaign to save Swanscombe Marshes. The 

Swanscombe Peninsula in North Kent is home to a remarkable mosaic of 

grasslands, coastal habitats, brownfield features, scrub and intricate wetlands. 

However, the proposed London Resort theme park threatens the future of this 

urban wilderness. 

You can sign buglife’s petition at the 38 degrees website: 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/no-fun-for-nature-save-swanscombe-marshes  
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Membership Renewal 

Due to lockdown and COVID-19 restrictions that have been imposed on all our lives this year, 

our events planned in our 2020 programme were cancelled beyond 23 March. During this 

period, some people have lost their source of income or had their income reduced and we have 

all missed being able to meet up with friends and family in person and go to the places we 

normally love to visit.  We have held our committee meetings via Zoom calls and Group 

members have stayed in touch via our Facebook page now called Gravesend RSPB ‘Nature 

Watch’. 

Our AGM was held in October and like many other organisations we took to Zoom.  A recording 

of the meeting was available to view for 30 days via our website.  The success of the AGM has 

given us the confidence to run our Christmas Social as a Zoom meeting.  Details have been 

posted on our website and via email, so please do join us for some Christmas fun and don’t 

forget to wear your Christmas jumpers! 

As we expect the first three months of next year to continue to have restrictions on indoor public 

meetings, we have arranged Zoom talks for January, February and March.  Again, we hope you 

will be able to join us. 

Please find below our membership renewal form.  Due to the unavoidable cancellations this 

year, next year’s subscription fee for current members has been discounted from £5 per person 

to £3 pp. Additional donations are welcome and may be included.  Cheques should be made 

payable to “Gravesend RSPB Local Group” and returned to Mrs I Robson, Membership 

Secretary, 28 Cherrywood Drive, Northfleet, Kent, DA11 8PL by 31st January 2021. 

Mr, Mrs, Mr & Mrs, Miss, Ms………………………………………………………………… 
 
Address……………………………..………………………………………..………………… 
 
Postcode …………..……................. Tel. No...………………..……………............................ 
 
Email address ……………………………………  
 
Membership amount enclosed £ …………….      Donation enclosed £ …………………… 
 
Total amount enclosed £ …………………………… 
 
The RSPB Gravesend Local Group would like to keep your details to send you further 
information about group activities and the work of the RSPB.   
If you’re happy for us to keep in touch, please let us know how you would like to hear from us:  

[  ] email  

[  ] post  

[  ] text  

[  ] phone  

Your details will be held by the RSPB Gravesend Local Group membership secretary. Further 
information on how we use your information can be found on RSPB’s Privacy Policy on our 
main website (rspb.org.uk/privacypolicy). You can change your preferences at any time by 
writing to the membership secretary as above or contacting the group leader, Paul Yetman via 
email: groupleader@rspbgravesend.org.uk. 




